





US Xf S217 8 














apna qx 








[ra wan wa] 


a hpoircie S Alls 
47023 ve 00 


u'9 08 


fogs Tiqia 





p13" NaSpA NieoR Fy N*IED A*ODED NPT NIN 
porn 





sDYODEDAY TINA *14~2 OED AEyrOn AIVIID rn pore WITT WOT Wo 
Rn anwia 


yy1en ,1°3p YaaD 


se on agin 











manna pay naan 
Yypygn ye 


7o"nn fi 



















[Ra °wANy BP SeWwe F2ens cIeRe EeTIN® Ye awISTS APTae 
BOT WEN TANTRA BIT OF Jam? +72 NIWA ATyESOR YO 


ROAERA APIRR PIMTIND FaED o 
4° 702 Ws0tee *e5 PY *>Tan Bd> SSR GF3°*E3n So? HITE EN® APOTpR 
AY ND a3IN2 OM . pra *3Es Ste 
"Ton *sY> axe In ne yeah o°3* yee 
oon YE Ve? 4292 Stan ed Bde NTP DS BD 















2 737) OPER Gr TyAeA Ye GAINTTE ax Yuad RI1I9R 
“S99R SIT ADVAN ABWAD OWI POW VeSEd ase by (WEISS pin 









VATAPRE OF SIE OPTED FTNNTD Bred SYST *=7 SapE: ed 
-n IF GRYYIS— GeIEDa WA3P AMaIA b> yeKY m2 °°na Ree 
ae npinn ye ene ¥ quta .2RTETF TI97 *> GDI Ay 7D 





APYD® MIE OONSD .pPwSIF TAND £199 be BedSD RDIAN “<e’ 
BPI WOPS TWD IW FIZ*VSD ROD VERE oeD RoE oF ervipe: 
onv?ma PRA Se yea2On ve 4 













sepa >Ipan nitive antes 

‘7393 ReMMEy dene? 23 
BVIED YOU INE AIOSETEN PIVINO [NM [a> BxEIR SS ,O*TEBS RESID YS" 
e}V19s2 Soeed2°an PIR? GRDAD a*rzon ben AEyIe AIETIN ted orDlEESs 







s]°boes SNEDR OSDR TyyES Fate SoTn Obie 
BTFTd* 132 °Re IST we dene? cve> > 
=e! %s Bta5gR wIS7 


32 BYasod ree my 
Om S137 RIB2 Ce YS MOTs on 
n> BoD taropRd Yots -19by7 







Bepb1> OMAPAD Wirv> mNVTIZ2 AW RPPDT APD P 
i ePV BED YTS 39 













w20n 92a 







navtem psy 





Poe Tey BT 






AF_npey 397eR neaeR 


a*vee advoD be roEeDR PRIYA EIR nvET 7° 
voeen rene yet 


Btapony aytan ntangn mache Yo newewER wIFIR (2 
+) Ryees meet 









(a 






SRE SYST AR RYepRd ATReT DeVere nage wwe (3 
—V329 *2 T°¥R> GB Sew CINND REDSR S47 |I3>7D 
weevra piaaba syeon> 138 devees wre toya BPs 
=<17 TIRE P37 Fe DEY 325 a3 mydynd 
Pa “W°29m> B GESTS GION x! a> cx ,vewrs oF 
S°39a29m WEren Vy GRE TVS .o Ten RIZTy [*37h 
{°a awRbp oe ofp xy > Pave? varsa areTOM YF 
0) mipxyen 3 pynan Sy) ane ndaeTD 7°39 dRVEr 
“Tye SID9 GTN? OTTER THEY DVDY rE TD" (196 
= ea) news expe dey (lc) #828R Tan ou ore 
ooelne Re 


























Sel 
“ Wrz be le en BEA nee 
1951 yabaiwbs 5 np < 


y727na nya ‘nD ,19a97.7 
a3paea %eI? 1197X 43757 12 


pYaxD3 913379 _[77=N23 : 71739 





,31a@7 1399K ayrany ADSI APT? 7d 
qovh poo Yaa. wonen> denna avrze2 NisaIA 777-72 
*y7e7101 grIED WVD ,PIIRS Ten ova"; Kam vbVDa 170 


aqxD 7T1N7y WRIA 27n TPR NIK 1d 
bo ypyx xia 13 nna oxn2> AD7a ISD Mowe,OINT OFeN 
yoy) prayew ovAdKY NY>OMD NvaEDT MPFAIT TDIAPA™ 
Y3>o MAIN. NIDIKIA WHI RT Nowra yrzKn YasDT 
nvaxon ayoppA ex? ,ANB OKN] naIwAa ."ayzon O17 O790T 
spoow 2 9¥ DDIAdI NTATA AD TAPYT YwRAN ITAA 
plaka ova " DOVDA AK 77°RD NIAID T°ITa M2 SWAIN 








-"7]RTPT=-o7 13D WD e 


oWK Pea9M IT AP TIS aIPN VIE 


W2723 


LF7 
99927 $73ba 2 dK phy 


pranyee avae37> PFTNT 











MIDDLE EAST DIVISION 





Stunzsony FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS PHN ‘ 
9 i" 
2 
ae 
re 


26th August, 1948. 
—— 


ARAB WORLD AFFAIRS 
No.6 


Special Issue 
ni 
The situation of the Jews in Egypt, after Mey 15, 1948. 


The following report is compiled from information published 
in the Egyptian press, and from the scarce news reports emanating 
irregularly from forelgn correspondents in Cairo. It should be eopt 
in mind thet news censorship was imposed in Egypt on May 13, 1948. 


@ wertict taw 


On, May 13, 1948, a Royal Decree imposed martial law over all 
of Egyptian territory, and appointed Mehmuid @l Nograshi Pasha, the 
Seyptian Premier, as military governor, enjoying for all intents and 
purposes, unlimited powers, euenenpons Nograshi issued several decrees 
whdeh came into effect on May 15, These included censorship on 
incoming, guigoing and internal mail, telegraph and telephone 
coumunications, wireless messages, etc. The Under-Secretary for the 
Ninietry of Interior, Abdul Rahman Ammar, was appointed Director of 
Censorship; Ahmad Mortada al Mareghi (at that time the Director of 
Public Security) was made military governor for the Cairo Zone, (later 
replaced by Fued Shirine); Abdul Khalek Hassuna, military governor 
for the Suez Canal Zone; ‘and Iiwa Ahmad Salem, military governor for 
the frontier areas (Misri 15.5.), 


On the same day, May 13, the Itelian School Buildings in 
Fuad al Awal St, (wartime internpent camp for wealthy Feelin residents), 
Was made ready to house Jewish and Communist suspects (ibid,). 


As of May 15, indiscriminate arrests of Jews have taken place 
in Cairo, Alexandria and the Suez Canal Zone. The first large-scale 
round-up of Jews began on May 15 at 03.00 Cairo time, Some of the 
people arrested had been placed under secret police supervision several 
dsye previously. Almost all of them were under 35 end had been more 
or less involved in, or suspected of pro-Zionist or pro-Communist 
activities. The arrests were made on basis of lists prepared before= 
hand by the Political Burceu (Ahram 14-16/5), A large number of 
Egyptian (Moslem) Communists were also caught in the round-up. 
British, Italian, Fyench ‘and other foroign residents of Jowish faith, 
were amongst those who were interned, 


According..to Trench official sources, quoted by the Paris 
newspaper "Le Monde", 17 French nationals were arrested and have 
been detained since May 16. In August they started a hunger-strike 
in vrotest, but gave it up on pressure from the French Legation in 
Cairo, Other sources indicate that the British Ambassador in Cairo 
had protested to’ the Egyptian Foreign Minister at the arrest of. 
British citizens, 





During the 24 hours which followed the detlaration of martial 
1 1000 Jews including 160 girls, were arrested in Cairo; 118 in 
exandria; (141 including 26 girls according to Ahram 19,5); and 40 
Port-Said (Misri 16.5.). On the following days and until May 30, 





at least 1000 other Jews - according to the lowest figures given by 
the Arabic press - were arrested in Egypt, ‘The men were put in 
internment camps (mostly in the Huckstep Desert, 15 miles from Cairo, 








es 
x) 
and in the Abukir erea, near Alexandria); the girls were interned 
in syocial detention camps under strong police guard. 


Of other measures resulting from this martial lew and 
affecting the Jews directly, the most imeortant is the one putting 
Jewish property under government custody(Art.I of Proclamation 
No.26). This order officially applies to those who are interned 
or under police supervision. Subsequently the order was extended to 
include property of Jews presently residing (even temporarily) in 
Palestine. This order also applies to societies and companies, if 
one of their members resides in Palestine (Journal d'Eeypte 22474) 


Deterioration of situation since Mey 30 





Ae the Palestine war brought now setbacks to the Arabs, 
2 Gostapo-like atmosphere permeated by waves of anti-Jewish terror, 
cubraced the country. Apart from the regular police round-ups, 
Jews were arrested and their houses searched on the basis of 
Senunciations, unfounded suspicions, silly protexts and often without 
any pretext at all, as it suited any policeman in the stroct. 


The following are but a few quotations from the daily 
Ahram", which reports regularly about arrests of Jews, Under the 
heading "Dangerous elements", it states: 


“Passengers in a train, who were discussing the Palestine question 
handed @ lady-passenger over to the police, because she had spoken 
up in favour of the Zionists" (Ahram 20.5.3, 


"On his way to the Almaza airport, a Jew was arrested and 
interned" (ibid.). 


“A policeman on duty arrested a suspicious man, When the < 
police searched his house, Zionist Pamphlets were found" (Ahram 23.6.). 


“The police arrested three Jews near the Mena House Hotel, . 
After being questioned they were sent to internment camps" (Ahram 16.6.)} 


{wo men were arrested late at night on the shore of the Nile. 
Taken to the police station, it appeared that they wore Jews. 
When their houses wore searched the police discovered Zionist and 
Communist pamphlets, Both men were interned" (Ahram 23.6.). 


“A man was arrested while walking in a forbidden area, The 
police discovered he was a Jew, ‘He had Zionist pamphlets on him 
and he was interned"(Ahram 30.6.). 


“A secret police agent arrested a Jew in Khalig al Misri strect, 
The man had the photo of the President of the so-called State of 
Israel" (Ahram 1.7.). 


It is of course difficult to state, if these press reports 
correspond to facts. It is very doubtful, Nowever, whether they 
were published only for propaganda purposes, in an’endeavour to 
appease public opinion which has been contismouely hepped up by 
an unabated anti-Jewish campaign which began long before November 29, 





Tt may be assumed that the internees onjoy some degree of 
comfort and that they are properly housed. Huckstep was a 
Wartime American camp in the desert near Heliopolis: 
Abukir, near Alexandria, used to be a large R.A.F. base, 
Egyptian students of Jewish faith, studying in 
Switzerland (about 30), were affected by a decision of 
the Ministry of Education "to cut financial help from 
them" (AP 11.8.), 








Subsequent events in Egypt, namely the blowing up of Jewish- 
cd stores, the sequestration of Jewish property and the riots 
which took place in Cairo between the 17 and the 24th of July(see below), 
ghowld lead to the assumption that the Jews of Egypt live in fear under 
permancnt threat of indiscriminate arrests, or of mob violence 
» is liable to endanger their lives ané properties, 


No wonder, therefore, that already in June, stories of Jaws 
tempting to‘ commit suicide had appeared in the press (Ahram 18 &24.6, 
tiisri 29.6.), Likewise, it is no wonder that Jews have thought it 
isp to donate fungs to the Soldior's Welfare Fund. According to 
o New York Times (June 21), "Jews in Egypt have been donating money 
to the Government as anxious proof of their opposition to Zionism, 
last week the Egyptian Government announced that Alexandria Jews had 
tributed § 80.000 and the Jews of Cairo $160,000 (L.E.41.000 
scording to the B.E. 2.7.)to the Egyptian Soldier's Find". According 
to tho J.a'E, (26.6.) approximately 1000 L. were donated by the Jowish 
Community in Port Said. 


The situation, however, still worsened after June, It ic 
roported that Jews confined themselves in their homes, out of foar, 
Jewish girls, who had to leeve their homes wore crosses to escape 
agression(Al Ayam 11,8.), 


Blowing up of Jewish owned houses and stores 


~,, On June 20, at dawn, twelve houses in the Harat al Karayime - 
a district of Haraal Yahud (Jewish Quarter) in Musky, inhabited by 
Jews of the Karayite sect - were blown up as a result of two big 
explosions from charges of gelingite. 44 Jows, including many 
childron and women, were killed and more than 55 severely injured. 
Several victims died under the debris, The Egyptian euthoritics, 
Well as the Egyptian press, tried to accuse the Jows themselves of 

the outre 4 report by the Director of the Fire Department 


to the Ministry of Interior concluded that the explosives had’ been 
torod inside the houses by the tenanta(Misri 21.6., Ahram 22.6., 
'R, 23.6. and B,E. 20.7.). Polico investigations proved fruitless, 
© than one month after thebutrage the Parquet classified the caso 
5 one of “homicide without premeditation by unknown people"(Ahram 23.7.). 


~ On July 6th, high explosives (golitinite) were accidentally 
found noar the Sudan Government's Agency in Tewfiq Street, Cairo, 

The explosives wore dismantled, ‘Tho press suggested that the Sudan's 
Agency was the target. The fact.romains however that the warehouses 
the Jewish-owned drug-stores *Al Hayat" are located in the same 

ding(Akram 8.7,). In its issue of the nrevious day, Ahram(7.7.) 
had not failed to report that “investigators believe that the 
explosives have been placed there by Zionists..." 


=, ,A third criminal bomb-outrage occurred on the 19th of July, 
shortly before midnight(Cairo time), Charges of high explosives 
apparently similar to those used in the Harat al Yahud outrage) 
blew up and seriously damaged the well-known Jewish-owned Cicurel 
Department stores in Fuad al Awal Street. About 500 shops, including 
tho Wetropolo Sinema nearby, suffered ‘damagcs. Three people were 
willed ang injured, Panic onsucd.' The sir-raid alarms sounded 
end anti-aircraft guns went into action. Police cordoned off the 
Gemaged area for several days. The Prine Minister is reported to 
ave told the press that the explosion was caused by an air-mine, 
press, therefore, published lengthy reports stating that the bomb 
boen uroiped by a hostile plane. “Eye-witnesses" accused a Jew, 
he name of Jack Shamle, to have flashed signals to th 
le Was consequently arrested, (He was released two day 
& 22,7.). It is worthwhile mentioning that Hassan Rif: 
sha, the former Under Secretary of the Ministry of Interior, and 
sently the director of Cicurel Stores, in a Note to the Attorney 
val, opposed the conclusions of the officiel enquiry end affirmed 
+ "the explosives had been placed outsidc the building, and not 
opped from a plane as generally believed"(B,E, 24.7.). 
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The fourth explosion took place on the 28.7. 1948 at 7 p.m. 

‘9 time, in the David Ades building and stores, Elfi Bey St. 
c explosion was caused by explosives plentcd on the first floor 
of the building, There was little damage. Tour people sustained 

rics, The explosion occurred after the closing of the premises 
-Meil 29.7, & B.E, 31.7,). As in the previous outrages, Jews were 
rgod with the crime, A Jew, formerly employed by the Ades stores, 
was arrested(Ahram 30.7.). 








= Iwo other Jowish-owned Department stores, Gattegno, - Emad 
ed-Dine St,- end Bonzion,' ~' Mostafa Kamel Square-, wore damaged on 
the afternoon of Sundsy 1,8,48, by two viclent~ explosions at 10- 
minute intervals, U.P. 3,.8.). 28 people were injured. The police 
cordoned off the area, ~ Ahram (3,8,) insinuated that Zionist 
ehenepse might be rosponsible for the outrage. Contrary to the 
POVECUS cases, no anti-Jewish rioting followed as the police were 
instructed to maintain order, Moreover, the Prime Minister assurcd 
newspaper reporters that the perpetrators would be arrested “whoever 
they might be". A 10,000 pounds roward was offered for information 
leading to the arrest of the culprits (P.E, 2.8,). This change in tho 
‘gyptisn Government's attitude was apparently due to the growing 
uneasiness in official quarters poston in disruption of the city's 
ev economic life and/or as a result of warnings issued by the 

representatives of Foreign Govornments, 














The anti-Jewish and enti-Porcignnor incidents 





The Bgyptian Censor seoms to have been particularly cager 
to prevent the publication of news on anti-Jewish and anti-Forcignor 
inoidents. A complete black-out on the nows of the rioting was, 
thereforc, imposed on the press. This explains the fact that not a 
eingle indication of mob excesses is to be found in’ the Eeyptian 
howepepers, apart for a naive report in "Ahram" (22,7,) that'the 
qucstion of public order was discusscd at a mooting between the 
Seyptian Premier, the Under Secretary of the Ministry’ of Interior, 
whe Heed of Public Security and the Governor of Cairo." 


Rioting, including murder, wide scale anti-Jewish and anti- 
Poreigner demonstrations (which reached a climax during the week 
of July 17th), Spparontly took place as a result of the bombing 
of Gsiro by Israeli Air Forces on July 15. The population, inflamed 
eo by fanaticism and by official communiques on shadowy victories in 
Palestine, was quite deceived when it found out that "Zionist gangs" 
Were eble to hit back and hit hard, The responsible authoritics, in 
their ondeayour to create a diversion of public tension, remained 
ssive in the face of the disturbances, and in some indtances, oven 
cneouraged the furious’ mobs. At all events they sought to condone 
the excosses committed. Tho Attorney Goneral's report on tho ii 
murder (soe below), explained that the attack on Haas was made "at a 
time when the Egyptian population was under furious peychologice] 
conditions because of Zionist air raids on Cairo" (UP 14.8.) 















The first indications of the disturbances in Cairo cane 
through a dispatch from Washington published in the Palestine Post 
(21,.7.), disclosing thet “Stephan Haas, 53, Philadelphia tusinessmar. 
touring the Middle-East, was stoned to death in Cairo by a mob of 
4 His wifo was roughly troated but not badly hurt, 
British family and an Egyptian accompanying the poople were 
ured”, An A.P, despatch, also publishod in the P,P. 21.7., 
announced thet talks had takmplaco between the British Ambassador 
and the Egyptian Foreign Minister, about regrettable incidents 
committed against British subjects following theblast of tho 
“europole Cinema". (Censorship was so scvore that the blowing up of 
tho Jewigh-owned Cicurel stores was always referred to as "the blest 
ef the Metropole Cinema".), News came lator of the murder of two 
Mrenchmen: Henri Gaillard, coach of the Exyptian Boxing Olympic team, 
and Fromentail, wireless operator of the French Embassy, who were 
stabbed to death by a mob on or about July 20th(Le Monde 13,8.). 


lL. swt 




















Regarding pogroms against Jews, there is no accurate information 
(again, because of the severe censorship prevailing in Esypt) except 
for the news published in the French press (Combat, August 12, Le Monde 
13,6,, Frence-Soir 17.8.) and in the Press Relcase- No.3 dated 4th 
Angust yo 











The release reveals that “on Tuesdey July 20th, in Malika Farida 
St., & lerge: end organised group of Zayptians dragged the people from 
the tramways. All Europeans were robbed. Those suspected of being 
Jewish were attacked with groat cruelty; somo were murdered; some 
wounded by knifing ané some blinded. ‘The next morning three’ Rabbis 
wore murdered in a Cairo slaughter house. It is estimated - - the 
riloase goes on to say,-that 150 Jows were killod or disappearcd and 

ndveds wounded éuring the attacks. At lcast 120 were brought to 

ish Hospital and an unknown numbor to Government HospitaB' . 





Jt ig not possible to ascertain whothor the facts mentioned in. 
the release are over-rated, Somo confirmation is now available through 

rticle in Prence-Soir (published in Paris) of 17.8.48., which speske 
large-scale streot violonce in Cairo and blames tho Deyptian 
yornucnt for it, 





e The above quoted Isrecli Press Release states in addition 
thw the police did not intervene to stop tho killing, This is fully 
Wiruod by the American protest to Egypt over tho Haas casc, 

Stete Department Note to ¢ demanded a full oxplanation of the ° 
rts “thet certain police officers had been unwilling to intervene", 
It slso protested against "totally unwarranted end inoxplicable efforts 
to prevent Mrc.Haas' from communicating with the American Embassy in 
Ceiro" (U.P, 27.7,). A Bouter despatch published in the "Continental 
Deily Meil" (15.8.), brings another confirmation about the Tsyptian 
Government's responsibility end the indifforonce of the police in 
conncetion with the anti-Jewish and anti-Foreigncr disturbances, 

The despatch reads as follows: 





r 





"Diplomatic despatches from Ceiro indicate that there is no 

felling off in the goncrel anti-Foreigner campaign and that the native 
opulation continues to be incited by tho press to acts of violence or 
station ageinst all men who woar hats. Ft was pointed out in 
official circles in Paris that the Egyptian Govornment has powers under 
tho stato of siege dcclercd on May 15 to censor tho press, and 
therefore to exorcise a restraining influence on these incitements. 
But nothing has been dono, one French official coumentcd, and the police 
thomsolves teke the side of the ruffians whon a foreignor fs attacked." 














The anti-Jewish press cempaign continued in August. There aro 

no indications, howover, of physical disturbances and it scoms that 
the government now wishcs to evoid major incidents. Tho semi-official 
Anrem" (3.8,) devotos an cditorial to condomn torrorism and streasce 
+ Dgyptians were also emongst the victims of terror. 
On the other hané tho police started to consider seriously the 
necessity of preventing tho rocurronces of outrages. Thus, "Journ 
a'Bgypto" (12.8.) reveals thet the Egyptian police "discoverod" stocks 
of arms and explosives in Cairo suburbs, It adds that information 
gathered concorning the rccont cxplosions in Cairo have brow ‘it 
suspicion to bear on a high Arab personality, living in @@airo suburb 
(apparentiy tho Mufti - Ed.). Another sign of change in Government 

ps! attitude is to be gathored from the fact that the militery 
governor has abrogated the order ~ confiscating tho property of Lo 
Porez, a woalthy Jew(B.E. 2,8,). Yet,’ it should not be inferred ¢ 
the situation of the Jows hes improved, On the contrary, it is to be 
asgumed that the members of the Jowish community of Egypt will continuo | 
to serve 2s hostages in the hands of the locel authorities, as long av 
the present conflict betwoen Jews and Arabs is not definitely settlod. 
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(Financial assets of the above mentioned firms may be 

estimated et several hundreds of thousand pounds.—Hd.) 
In the first phase of the anti-Jewish measures (from May 15 +c 

August 30) Jewish assets sequestrated by the Government amounted 

to several thousands of thousand pounds. They included the 

property and wealth of : 

Societe d'Avances Comnercieles. 

~Societe Anonyme des Drogueries d'Egypte 

-J.H.Perez & Co 

-J.H.Perez 

-Levo Perez 

-Meurice Cohen, Administretor of Chamle Freres 

~Alfred Lichtenthel , 

(Progres Egyptien 11.7) 
-Chemla Freres (large Jewish-owned Department Stores) 





?.2.12.7) { 
Marcel Messique Alexandria 
Jacques Abdu Shamla Tanta 
~Aslan Berukh Tanta . 
-Elie Selim Nessi Mekolle al Kobra 

(Ahram 9.8.) 
-Henri Curiel 
-Hezechiel Ibrahim Metalon 

(Bourse tienne 13.6) . 


=Sooiete Industrielle du Moyen Orient 
n David -Pt.Said— 
(P.B.24.8) 
~A.Gattegno (Anram 27.8), 
ete, etc, 


It should be outlined thet orders for sequestration 
of Jewish proverty were issued by Nograshi Pasha, Egyptian 
Premier end Egypt's Finence Minister, under the provisions 
of martial law. These orders have no legal or constitutional 

justification. Martial law provides that property of “people 
mterned or under sypervision" is lieble to sequestration. 
Therefore it is by an act of unilateral will that the military 
governor enjoys the right to get hold on Jewish property. Such 
& unilateral act ie contrary not only to Constitutional rights 
but to International Law as well. Severel Jews whose property 
hes been put under custody are nationals of foreign countries. 


It needs not mch imagination to forsee the fate of 
Jewish property under the Egyptian Custocien. It as of common 
knowledge that 2 kind of permanent chaos exists in Government 
Administrations especially in the Pinance Department, through 
incompetence and ill-administration . In order to prepare the 
Jews to what is held in stock for them, the press published 
Peports thet indemnities for the loss of life and property caused 
RS sir-raids were to be paid from sequestrated funds 
(Bourse Egyptienne 20.7.). "Akhar-Sa'a (11.8) suggests that 
indemnities to Egyptian police guarding Jewish premises egeinst 
looting should be also paid from sequestrated funds. The paper 
@lleges that , in Cairo elone, 4000 policemen were engaged in 
such guard duties. This is of course a deliberate lie. There have 
been no guard by police except AFTER the rioting and looting xkat 
has teken place.Police only intervened in order not to let the 
situation go completely out of hands. 


It is quite obvious thet the Egyptian Government has maxax 
pursued e deliberate policy aimine et disrupting Jewish-runned 
trade and economy. Most of the people whose property is sequestrated| 
hheve no connection,from near or from far,with Zionism. Under no 
circumstances the Egyptian authorities ere entitled to lebel them 
88 "Zionist 
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New outrage in Haret-el-Yehud 


There have been no indication in the Egyptian press 
of further arrests of Jews after August. It seems that the 
authorities have given up the practice of mass-errests because 
of the administrative work involved. Untill September 22 things 
seemed to be more or less quiet. The discovery by the police 
of large quantities of arms and explosives in a Ceiro suburb 
were followed by secret imvestigetions on which not a word is 
mentioned in the press, except for a flat denial by the Arab 
Higher Executive that the arms were discovered in the Mufti's 
house. Likewise Hassan el Banne, leader of the Moslem Brothers 
denied thet his perty was involved in the anti-Jewish outrages 
which occured from June to August. (Ahrem 5.9.). Shch denials 
should however be considered as a tacit admission of guilt. It 
4s to be recalled thet following the anti-Jewish riots of 
November ,2,1945, Hessen el Bamna @lso issued a denial that 
the Srotherhood had taken part am or were responsible of the 
rioting. (In Cairo's political circles the 2nd of November 1945 
was commonly described es THE MOSLEM BROTHERHOOD DAY). The 
generel feelings prevailing amongst Egyptian Jewry is that the Mos) 

rothers have a large part of responsability in the recent 
anti-Jewish outrages, 





On the 22nd of September 1948, e new outrage was 

commited agai nst the Jews of the Harat al Yahud, in Cairo. 
Several houses in this quarter (at least four) were blown up 
by @ heavy explosion. 27 people were killed and 62 injured, as 
a result of the explosion and the subsequent rioting that 
followed (AP 22 & 25.9,48), Police forces went into action 
againe$ the rioters. No one was allowed into the quarter (AP 22.9) 
except official investigators in: g Abdur-Rahmen Ammar, 
Under-Secretary for the Interior, Salim Zaki, Commander Cairo 
Police and Saber Tantawi, Head of Public Security (Cairo Radio 23.9) 
The following day (23.9) helmeted police were reported to be 
patroling Cairo streets, as a state of emergency was maintained. 

unusual large police force was kept in the streets to prevent 
disorders. Fifty policemen were place to guard the entrance of 
the Jewish quarter, F 
to identity p 
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e @ explosions in the same 
district in June 1948 (see special issue + Following the 
same policy that was adopted then, the Egyptian authorities 
acoused the Jews themselves to have commited the outrage. An 
official spokesmen expleined that ,ebout three hours before the 
explosion two. Jews eac! ng two sacks filled with explosives 
had been arrested emerging from the Jewish quarter and taken into 
police oustody. Investigations, the snokesman seid, tend to the 
velief that “inhabitants of the Jewich quarter, fearing e police 
search of their houses, were atcempting to get rid of explosives 
and arms in their possession and that presumably one of them was 
removing the explosives which caused the explosion" (AP 23.9.). 
As an explanation to the anti-‘ewish rioting that ensued, the 
authorities claimed that "arabs who had rushed from the 
neighbourhood to the scene of the explosion were fired at, three 
of them receiving injuries" (Beiro Radio 23.9). 























(| Details on the explosion, the extent of the rioting and the 
reaction in Jewish circles are not yet evailable),. As fer as 
the Jews are concerned it is natw that these outrages commited 
at short intervals, together with the moral and physical 
sufferances to which they are being permanently subjected, should 
broke their more] and render +: helpless community wearilly 
awaiting for the day to come 4 y Will be the next victims 























or else when they will be fortunate enough to leave their country 
of birth for never to come back. 
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@he Winiater of Foreign Affairs 
Ieracli Governament,, - " 
@el-Aviv June the 5th 1950 


Dear Sir, 
I beg you to read this letter for you can save thousands 
of lives. Ishall try to be briez, % 
I am originally from Russia but I lived in Zgypt for 
forty years. The Jews and even the foreigners try nowaday to get out 
of the country. I received my quota for the U.3. and that ig what 
happenned at the Alexandria Customs : My family (I have three yougster) 
arrived at Il a.m., the s/s Atlantic was due to leave at 2 p.m. 
4n officer of the customs thoroughly searched our II valises. When he 
finished we had to open again for the inspection of another officer, 
Five officers in turn aid the same job taking ont piece by piece, 
tearing up Seams, shoess, hats,etc. but their first goal was attained. 
We lost the steamer. The offbcers repeated thet there are many ships. 
We had three Gredit Fonoier Egyptien (Zgypt.stock) 
worth 20pounds each and we asked the officer whether we could take 
them with us. He asia we shall ee Five hours later when they did 
find money br gold they attacked the Gredit Foncier.and the Maamour 
orderred that we go to prison. I pleaded that the Gredit Foncier was 
not hidden and that I informed the officer of their presence and - 
that I asked for permission to carry them with me. ‘This wes denied 
by the ofZicer in question. I then added that these papers have no 
value out of Egypt they cannot be sold. I have the right to carry 
wv 100 pounds of money then these papers are coverred. But he @ said 
that I have no right to carry papers of value, and he sat down to 
make . report for the Police authorities. There was evident Pleasure 
on bis face, and the fact that I had a stroke and hal? of my body 
was paralysed did not call Zor leniecy. He kept on saying this Jew 
is going to Israel and is pretending to proceed tp Amerioa. 

Iwase living in Egypt end Idid not lmow that they 
imprisonned for five years if money or gold was found. We and all the 
Jews in Cairo thought that if they found money they merely confisca- 
ted game. It is very important that you inform the Jews of Egypt 
through the radio thet any infringement will make them liable for 
imprisonment. Many an emmigrants used to boast that he imows of a 
sure hiding place for their money or gold, but if they were concious 
of the fact that if found it will not only be confiscated but will 
also go to prison for five years,which means a gure Geath, they will 
be more careful. Any object that oan be sold is prohibited. Only old «4 
reiments are allowed. New raiment, cloth by the yard, chins, machinery 
eto. are forbidden unless a permit is obtained mentionning exactly 

ow the emmigrant is taking out. 

Z regret taking your time but I felt it was my duty to 
Save human beings frim s hell of a prison. 

Phanking you , I am, Sir, reas 

Yours most faithfully, ny oe 
Israel Kogan “Ss 


Address: eos 


I .g0Gan 
- 64 Dogwood 
Park Forest 


near Chicago HEIGHTS 
Illinois, U.st A 
UsS abe 


N.B; I WAS SAVED BY MY BROTHER IN LAW WHO ANE THE GOVERNOR PRSG@ 
PERSORALIY, PLEASE DON'T MENTION UY NAME AS I HAVS BELB 


RELATIONS THERE. 
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29th June, 1950 


6/1) s/rase } 


1. Kogan, Ea 
64 Dogwood, 
Park Forest 
near Chicago HxIGiTS, 


Diinois, U.s, 


Dear Sir, 


Your letter dated 5th June 1950, addressed to ths 
Mtaister for Yorvign Affairs, has been referred to this Departeant. 


We have corefully noted all your resarks about the 
restrictions imposed hy the Sgyptian authorities on Jews leaving Raypt. 


¥o thank you very much for the trouble you have taken 
in notifying ts and you may rest assured that prompt attention has been 
siven to the matter, end we shall endeavour to Brine it to the notios of 
all persona concerned in Egypt, 


‘Therking you sgain, 
we are, 
Yours faithfully, 
it 
M. Sasson 
Middle Rast Division 
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Fiprisentant- auipres da Buranu Cnrgpien Geneve & 2h Juin 1949» 
ths Mitions Unive ty. Quai Wikon 
at dha Comite: Seternationul de te Cover Rouge Bik 90 74 


Monsieur Bs SASSON, 
H8tel Beau-Rivag 
Ouchy 


{ 
o3/ bl Mon chor Sauson, ti 
C Un Juif d'Bgypte, Monsieur le 


\) Dr. Ing. Hermann LIPNER, arrivé du Caire il y a troie jours 
« NY, et restant quelques jours & Gendve, dispose d'informations 

susceptibles de vous intéresser- I1 m'a été présenté par le 
» | Directeur du Bureau du Congrde Juif Mondial & Gendvo. 


) 
(el J Il vous décrira, d'autre part, la 
‘, \ situation des Juifs égyptiene et autre: trouvant dane de 
v camps d'internés civile et vous exposera un plan pour faoiliter 














\ ra) t ‘i le transfert on Israél de coux d'entre eux - 11 stagit de 
L quelques centaines en tout - qui désirent e’y rendre. 
a q 


5 me) M. Ldpner voud#ait done venir vous volt & 
til Lausanne, soit ce dimanche, soit lundi, le 26 ou le 27 courant 
\ y L @ Uheure qui vous conviendra. Je crois que vous devries voir 
{ Monsieur, peut-Stre ensemble avec Hirsch, et je vous prie 
( . 4 es de me faire savoir par téléphone, demain matin, quand vous mourns 











le recevoir. 


Bien cordialement 
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Dr+ Me Kahany 
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TURKISH EMBASSY 
Washington, D.C. 


186/57 February 7, 1950 


Mr. Robert S. Marcus, Political Director 
World Jewish Congress 

1834 Broadway 

New York 6, N.Y. 


Dear Sir: 


With reference to your palege dated February 6, 
1950, I wih to inform you that judicial authority is ex- 
ercised by independent tribunals in Turkey. If the defen- 
dants have new evidence bearing on the case they may in- 
troduce it in accordance with judicial procedure. our 
telegram, however, has been transmitted to the Department 
concerned for information. 


Very trully yours, 


(Signed) Feridun C. Erkin 
Ambassador 








World Jewish Congress, 
Political Department , 
London ¥.1. 


14th February 1950 


Mr. A. Reiss, 

World Jewish Congress, 
103 Allenby Soad, 

Tel Aviv. 





Dear Mr. Reiss, 


We anny received your cable and subsequent letter 
dated February 6, about the two Jews sentenced to ten years 
imprisonment at Melatia (Turkey) on charges of having 
murdered a Jewish family. 


I have duly made the necessary representations to 
the Turkish Ambassador in London, requested him to act as a 
matter of urgency by comsunicat our anxiety by telegraph 
to the Turkish Government and explaining the circumstances which 
accompany your letter, indicating the innocence of the two 
men. 


I have been informed by our New York office that 
Similar action taken in Tashington, and I can only hope 
that our intervention will have a successful result. 





With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


(Sg. ) 
AL. Easterman 
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H.E. FERIDUN C. ERKIN AMBASSADOR OF TURKEY WASHINGTON 


- 
World Jewish Congress info: Apoeal Court Malatia rendering 
peers February 9th in je Rabbi Azor Aka Mizrachi and 
joseph Kohen Turkish citizens of Orfa senten last year 

ten years imprisonment for alleged murder Jewish family 

1947 stop According our information present defendants 

not guilty and actual perpetrators of crime have remained 

at liberty stop Trial evoking great anxiety Jewish communities 
abroad including this country sto Well aware traditions 
justice of Turkish Republic and familiar with splendid 
Contributions your government work United Nations World Jewish 
Congress urges your Excellency inform your government 
immediately its anxiety fate two innocent defendants Malatia 
and worldwide interest in February 9th decision 


ROBER S.MARCUS POLITICAL 
DIRECTOR 
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18394 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 23, N. ¥. 

CABLE ADDRESS: WORLDGRESS NEW YORK 
TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 7.2917 


New York, September 6, 1949. 


Mr. Moshe Sharett - 
Minister for Foreign Affaire tg 
Government of Israel 


fel heir, Israel. [dae se 


sud 





Dear Mr. Sharett: 


I am sure that your Ministry has exact and full informtion 
about the situation in Egypt but I consider it my duty to add to 
‘this inforsation and I am therefore enclosing a note sbout a con- 
versation I had with an Egyptian Jew. 






Dr. 1. Seki bart 
Head, Organisation Dept. 
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‘The release of the tatemecs. 


the 
To my reapective questions, my visitor replied as follows: 
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EXGBHETS PROM A REPORT oN THE JEWISH 
SITUATION Ii be¥P? PROM THE WAR IA 
ISHABL UNTIL TODAY 





"...eessThis is not the place nor do we want to report anew abt 
violenee, robbery and murder committed during the sumer 1948 
until the firet news, non-& fidal but certain, avout the Arab 
defeat in Palestine. We know that the entief Buropean population 
lived weeks of anxiety and terror, while no consulate or embassy 
eared toprotest against acts of violence, evictions which had to 
take place within 48 hours. Only the Prench authorities in Cairo 
and Alexandria, after the murder of the Frenchman Caillerd 
(boxing coach preparing the Egyptian team for the Olympic Games 
dn London) showed a reaction and dared to refuse French visas to 
Egyptian nationals. 


We wish to limit our report strictly to the situation as it is today. 
The fact is that many Jews are still detained in concentration camps 
and seimres and evictions wntinue, notwithstanding the cessation 
of hostilities. The lot of the internees has not had 

improvement, the requested interrogations did not take place, their 
letters got no reply, and no trial has ever started. ‘Therefore, 
those who remain in the camps have no chance nor have they hope 
to defend themselves, and those who havebeen released have only 

been liberated if they asked to be repatriated to the countries of 
theirorigin, have pledged themselves never to return to Egypt and, 

as if this hed not been enough, have signed a paper in which they 
declared that they would neyor return, not even as tourists. In the 
majority of cases this waa tantamount to grave moral and financial 
losses. Neither the Bgyptian authorities nor the ongilates have 
ever told them the reason for their internment which in most cases 
lasted more than five monthe under deploring sanitary and moral 
conditions. Onthe other hend, tiese poople whom we have to consider 
as expelled had, before they left the land in which the majority have 
been born and bred, had exactly two hours time to settle their 
financial and familyaffairs, ani also in these cases itte not 
difficult to imagine what anguish and material sacrifices accompanied 
these expulsions. 


During last summer, when evictions reached the number of twenty or 
thirty ver week, particularly in Cairo, the Jewish families had to 
sell their furniture in 48 hours at cut rate prices, or, who had the 
money paid enormous sums for another apartment into which he could 
move only if it was outside a radius of one Km of the places King 
Parouk lives in or goes to. ‘The poor could do nothing but to ask 
friends or relatives to shelter them and thus creating difficult 
situations and hardship. Nevertheless, those f amilies who have been 
spared by the intermments, consider themselves lucky. 


* 








-2- 


Por a long period, family visits to the camps were banned. Later 
on, a monthly visit of one quarter of an hour was granted but only 
gomrersation in Arabic was pernitved and thie in te presence of 
the guards. Riots broke out s number of times ania hunger strike 
was Staged in the camps. The improvements requested were family 
visits, better food, anti-typhus shots, the right to eonsult a 
Buropean doctor, supply.of disinfectants, free correspondence and 
the transfer from the camps of individuals considered ous 
for the personal safely of the internees and fortheir relations 
with the camp authorities. Som of these concessions mula be 
serured efter many interventions, and certain si intemess were 
allowed to continue treatment in’a hdspital, under guard, 
Aresoen Sie els wisitinl. tn suid tie Raxphcar witterities Whaned 
themselves less intransigent was that of the expulsions. For an 
example we cite one from Alexandria of a group of eight Italians, 
of whom only three were Jone, five were liberated and pledged 
thengelves to return to italy, two are still intemed 
Gentile Halien wosin end a Fitpolitanian who 4s en Ttatiad evdject), 


‘The interments were made without any regard and, we repeat, 

vi trout explanation or pretext, 2lmost siwayS on the basis of 
anonymous letters. Ridiculours errors as to identity have been 
committed, but those arrested by error have not been released, 

Dut the authorities have subsequently esccused them of the charges 
originally directed against somebody else. Many families have 
been gotten of their supporter, since under the actual regime of 
terror, anybody arrested gets immediately also fired and the 
families | find thenselves isolated and in misery. 


The more serious charges against the Egyptian Government are: 


1. To have released exclusively those internees who accepted to 
umertake. to leave RS cat for ever, and among these cases are a 
number where interment of innocent ia certain to have been 
ordered as a means to force them to leave the cointry. Por 
internees of Egyptian nationelity bg they Jews or non-Jews, this 
Solution too, is impoasible. 


2, No trial has norwill take place. We know positively that, 
apart from sone well-imown Zionists, in many personal files there 
are no L pEpare of any Ragnis activity or of any ather activity 
whi Bugyptian Goverment could base 2 charge on. We also imow 
that tere are internees whose dossier is completely empty, while 2 
in other cases its contents are falsified. We also know thet a vast 
network of corruption is at work in every single case, ami this is 
mot only for internees, tat also for Jews who are still free, but 
who feel themselves threatened. All cages are Classified accoriing 
to the wealth of the people concerned. ‘the richer a Jew is, be he 
interned or free, the bigger is the hope that he will go free some 
pes du or that he will avoid intermment at all. fhe martial law is 
Maintained in order to create the atmosphere necessary to 
the measures taken in contrast with the rights every civizen should 
sores It is also being mintained to find a pretext for the 
maintenance of an enormous police organization which is necessary 
for an unpopular government and e hated king to stay in power after 
the crushing defeat and the still greater scandal represented by the 
mass of Arab refugees from Palestin€é, a situation for which the 
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government and king are fully responsible. The anti-Semitic 
movements which accompanies that of anti-Buropean in general, 
are the usual systems to which a government resorts in order to 
justify the war of yesterday and defeat of today. 


The point on which we insist in this report is that we be granted 
the opportunity of being read by the World Jewish Congress, and 
that the Bgyptian internees see that they are not abandoned. As 
for the foreign Jews, their consular authorities have shown an 
attitude which we can but tem indifference and cowardice. We 
ardently hope that the World Jewish Congress willspeak up in order 
to ask, in the first place the Egyptian Government, why, after the 
cessation of hostilities, the completely illegal and arbitrary 
internment of Egyptian and foreign Jews still lasts, and also to 
ask the European powers what their diplomatic representations in 
Bgyyt did in order to safeguard the rights of their citizens. 


This we ask in the namé of justice, in favour of personal security 
ani social progress for which @l] pencoful and civilized people 
strive, and in order that the monstrpgeity of political and 
religious persecution may cease to blot the names of the nations 
that commit it and of those, which, through indifference or 
jgnorange became their complices. Before the judgment of History 
they too, will not be less milty. 
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‘Worst eur Bug. Weill 
Seerétaire Gémeral de L*Alliance Tereélite Universelie 


455 rue le 
Paris (Fie) 
Raking, 31,5, 19490 
Cher Yonesour, 


J'ai Bion ecu votre lettre du 24 Mat 1949 dont le contem: 
& mm toute mon attention. 


Je no permet tout d’aburd de vous contrairesent 
2 acum vous muppocens toa Serviogs Rionk janin dismal te Joint 
4tintervenir en ‘dan Iuife d'Barpte of qu'au contraire, nos 
efforts tondent 1 yonix an aide A toun lee daifu do la Disepora onnn 
mumane exeytion. 


Je comminigae on tout can votre b ttre su department 
competent evao peitee a dtintervents Snersiquenent attirer 
L'attention du Joint sur la detérioration de Is situation on Resptes 
Je ne oxnquered pas do vous tentr ou courant du mxivi. 


Retratonne $e. vous eorai trée obligé do no faire aveir un 
be Hng endl war ls cituation "Somatios © qui me pormettraif 4'appayer 
patane mur la neowoaité dune intervention rapide. 


Jo communique enfin votre adreese A notre burenu de 
Aistrivation afin que vous recevies len divarn walietina deetinde aux 
orsaniaationn internstion lee, 


Youkllex oroires cher Monsieur, & l'senursnce do na parfaite 
Souniterntions 





Iteink Bengacev 
Déyartesant a'ieypte 


ti/ 
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MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Middle Eest Division 


A abehd, 


List of Jewish sequestrated property, (+ Shy 


Société d'Avances Commerciales 
Société Anonyme des Drogueries d'Egypte. 

J.H. Perez & Co, 

J.H. Perez 

Levi Perez 

Mourice Cohen, Administrator of Chamla Prires 


4lfred Ldchtenthal 
(Progrés Egyptien, 1.7.48) 


Chamla fréres (large Jewish Department Stores) 
(P.E., 1227.48) 


Marcel Messique (alexandria) 

Jacques Abdu Shame (Tanta) 

Aslan Barukh ® 

Elie Selim Nessi = (Mehalle al Kobra) 
(throm, 9.8.48) 


Henri Curiel 
Hezechiel Ibrahim Matalon 
(Bourse Egyptienne, 13.8.48) 


Société Industrielle du Moyes Orient 
Rehmin David (Pt. Said) 
(P.B., 208.48) 


Ay .@attegno (shram, 27.8,48) 


Bamct Bros, & Burkhord Ltd. (Alexandria) 
Albert Guetta Ltd. * 
Mayer Mositich 
Jeoques Sharbit 
Marco Mosseri 
Wolf Horowite 
Beno Levi 

Mayer Shinshala 
Leon Rosenthal 
Bnilio Levy 


(asses, 6.9.48 - Ahram, 13.9.48) 








The Smelting and Refining Works (A. Preplotchik & I, Mazak), Cairo, 

Bernard Shenin, Alexondria, 

The Nesr East Superintending Co, Lt 

Société Anonyme des \ingesins Egyptiens Regime Bond 8.4.E. 

Sooiété Levy Bros, and Co, Ltd, 

P, Liverato 

Rabone, veterson & Co,, Alexendria Branch 

PELTOURS, S.i\.B. 

Yussef Cohen Ephraim Lazaro, known as Yussef Hemi 

Victor, Saad, Mayer et Gaston Salomon Levy 

Edward Salomon Levy 

Elie Charbit & Co, 

Soeiété du Cinéma Al Hila (D. Andreadis & Co.) 

Mutuelle des Employés de Banque et idministrations du Csire 
(Journal a'Egypte, 21 & 27.10.48) 











General Society for Banking, Trading and Land Enterprises 
(Progrés Egyptien, 9.11.48) 


Maurice Saltiel, bijoutier, Alexendrie 
Charles Rossano, Alexandria 
Felix Dana, commercant, Cadi 
Edmond Sasson, commeronant, Alexandria 

(Bourse Egyptienne, 13.11.48) 





Levy Rowsano & Co., Alexendric 
(Bourse Egyptienne, 22.11.48) 


Soodété Taranates 61 Behera, J, Sharbit & Co. 
Société Behera pour 1s Commerce, Industrie et 1Agrioulture 
Soedété Poul J. Parrujia 
oaLété Nationale des Services a¢riens 
Abrehom Chebri, commercant 
Maurice Benin, agent de navigation 

tous les susnommés d'Alexandrie 

(Journal a'Egypte, 25+11.48) 














Markos Israel, oommercant, le Ceire 
avon Krasnovsky, Alexandrie 

Haroun, Mourad et Abboud Shalom, conmeroants, A: 
David Aripol 

Leon Aripol 

Rudolf Mann 

Zygmunt Neuman 

Gzakert Rudolf 


xandrie 





(Progrés Egyptien, 2.12.48) 





Cay 





mile Nessim Ades, le Caire 
(Journal a'Bgypte, 16.12.48) 





Manufacture Nationale de Couverture et Lainages, Alexandrie 
(Bourse Egyptienne, 21.12.48) 


, abram Aaron Reisfela (Ciro) 
Simon Sutin * 
(Bourse Egyptienne, 5.1.49) 


en nom collectif, Benoit /islan Baruk et Yussef Baruk, Tanta 
(Bourse Zgyptienne, 19.1.49) 





Société Lessing & Oppenheim, Alexandria 
Felix Franco, Cairo 
Roger Oppenheim, Alexandria 
Raphael Douek, Alexandria 
(Progrés Egyptien, 24.1.49) 





milo Levy & Co., Alexandria 
(Progrés Egyptien, 29.1.49) 


Lea biens de 1a Société Rabone, Peterson & Co., d'Alexandrie sont 
libérés de 1a gestion du sequestre (arrété publié dens le Journal 
Officiel le 5.2.49) (Progrés Egyptien, 10,2.49) 





Haim Dorra, Alexandria 
Eli Abulefia, Alexandria 
Bliehou Massoud, Alexandria 

(Progrts Egyptien, 28,2.49) 





* Pour le Départemnt ¢ 








1) Syapn pad rpaen nusiom mrgn mosnonn nbnon 
EXECUTIF DE L'ORGANISATION SIONISTE MONDIALE 
AGENCE JUIVE POUR LA PALESTINE 


DEPARTEMENT DE FOREARIGATION pourles Affaires juives 
BUREAU DE PARIS du Moyen et Extreme Orient 
143. AVENUE DE WAGRAM 


PARIS-XVII" 
TELERH. | WAGRAM 38-08 PARIS, le 3 Mai 1949 
so-089 
om TELHeR, | JEVAGENCY-PARIS 

Monsieur Blias SASSON 

we Hotel Beau Rivage 

EP/RS Lausanne ( Suisse) 

Monsieur, 


Oi-Jjoint copie dee 3 doouments concernant 1a pétition 
des internés italiens qu Caire parmi lesquels se trouvent une 
grande partie de nos amis et camarades. Vous trouverez également 
2 copie des lettres de notre camarade Hodara qui demande de faire 
parvenir les pétitions & destinations. 


Avant de donner suite & sa demande je voudrais bien 
connaitre votre opinion la-dessus, et vous serez bien aimable 
de we répondre 4 ce suget par retour du courrier car il ne 
faut pas perdre de temps. 


Je suppose que Esra Danin est actuellement & Lausanne 
et qu'il trouvera un grand intérét & cette question. 


A cette occasion je me permets de vous feire savoir 
qu' j'ai vu Yolande & l'hopital 11 ya quelques jours et que son 
état est assez crave. J'ai été surpris d'apprendre que personne 
ne vient la voir depuis votre absence. 


A bientot de vous lire, croyez, Monsieur, en l'ex- 
pression de mes sentiments les meilleurs. 


uz 


Eli PELEG 


P.J. Copie des documents 





vay d'internement de HUCKSTEP 
Le Caire (Bzypte) 
Le 25 Avril 1949 


A Monsieur TRIGVE LIE 
Seorétsire Général de 1'O.N.U. 


Avec pritre de transmettre & 1'Organisation interessée de 1'0.N.U. 


le I5 mai 1948 1'armée egyptienne envahissait la Palestine et la 
loi martiale était proclamée dans le pays sous prétexte de veiller A 
1a sécurité des forces armées. Le gouvernement égyptien déclanchait 
Qautre part une campagne anti-sémite de large envergure pendent que 
toute la presse orchestrée par uhe censure impitoyable insultait et 
momagait de représailles les Juifs d'Egypte. 


Rafles ot internements arbitraires: 

Dans la nuit du 14 au I5 mai 1948 
la police écyptienne opérait de vastes rafles contre les Juifs d'Eey- 
pte. Prés de 500 Juiis furent arrétés et jetés dans des camps de con- 
centration dans le désert. 50 Femes juivees furent arrétées et jotées 
e@lles aussi en prison. Aucune charge ne fut portée contre les person- 
hes arrétées, aucune enquéte ne fut ouverte pour déterminer los pré- 
tondues charges. Les autorités refustrent méme de les interroger. Les 
intéressés comprennent des hommes et des femmes de tous fies at de tou- 
tes les conditions. Des vieillards de plus de 60 ans et des enfants de 
moins de I8 ans, des malades dont l'état nécessite des soins urgents 
Parui les fommes internées trouvent des femmes mariées avec des nou- 
vesux-nés. Enfermés dans leurs camps au milieu du désert les internés 
sont gardés & 5 et & dans des cellules individuelles. Les conditions 
sanitaires sont déplorables et ont provoqué de nombreuses maladies. Les 
gardes soumettent les internés & toutes sortes de vexations les privant 
d6@ visites, de courrier, les insultant et les menagsnt. Les internés 
vivent sous un véritable régime de terreur sans statut les régissant. 


La_campegne anti-sémite se développe + 


Le gouvernement seyetios n'hésita 
pas dis les premiere jours de la campagne psalestinienne 4 prendre des 
mesures discriminatoires contre les Juifs d'Bgypte violant ainsi d'une 
fagon flegrante tous les engsgements pris en vertu de 14 charte des 
Netions-Unies. Une proclamation militaire autoriga les employeurs & 
renvoyer sans pré-avis tous les employés internés ou mis sous surveil- 
lance. Des ordonnances militsires mirent sous sequestre les biens d'un 
erand nombre ce Juifs qui s'élévent 4 plusieurs millions de liv: 
égyotiennes. Les mesures de sequestration ne ifurent pas décidées par 
des tribunaux mais furent prises par seimple décision du Couvernement 
militeire général sans qu'aucune explication n'ait été donnée aux inted 
ressés. ‘ar simple ordonnance militsire les familles juives sont jetées 
hors de leurs appartements, dans 1s rae. Aces différentes mesures vin- 
rent stajouter des dizaines de vexations de moindre importance: confis- 
cation d'autos, de &lélphone et d'appareils de radio. 








: = aie 
”* Attentats terroristes contre les Juits : 


Gependant que la guerre de Pa- 
lestine développait 1a campagne d'anti-sémitisme du gouvernement égyp- 
tien prenait des proportions considérables. Des Juifs furent assassinés 
dans les rues sous les yeux complaisants de la police, d'autres battus 
sans que les autorités sgissent pour protégor la vie et les biens des 
Juife. Encoursgés par cette attitude des graupes terrorristes firent 
seuter des grands magasins eppartenant A des Juifs, Cicurel, Gattegno, 
Oreco, et plactrent des bombes dans les quartiers juifs provoquant la 
mort de oentsines de personnes. 

Ia guerre de Palestine a pris iin mis il Wy « pas de paix: 

Cependant 
aprés plusieurs mois d'opérations militeités et grace surtout aux ef- 
forts du conseil de sécurité, la campagne de Palestine prenait fin. Il 
était alors évident que les gouvernement égyotien aureit dG libérer les 
internés juifs et lever les sequestres imposés sur leurs biens. Mais 41 
ne fut rien. Auoun Juiz, aucune juive ne turent libérés. Bien plus le 
gouvernement a fait rouvriy le camp d'internement sinistre d'B1 Tor si- 
tué en plein désert dans 1a presqu'ile de Simai et y envoie une centaine 
de Juifs qui vivent dans des conditions indescriptibles, ce camp ayant 
toujours servi & abriter des criminels de droit commun. Cos malheureux 
internéz sont pounds de tout contact avec le monde, privés complétement 
de nourriture fraiche et & la merci des qutres bagnards ou extrémistes. 

Le politique du gouvernement égyptien tend, & 1(heure actuelle, & 
ohasser les Juifs d'Beynte de leur pays. Dans 14 presse controlée par 
le gouvernement les Juife sont braités de 5éme colonne qu'il faut liqui- 
der. La presse “conseille” au gouvernesent de saisir les biens de tous 
les Juifs. Aujourd'hui que les hostilités sont terminées et que l'armis- 
tice est signé entre Israel et 1'Beypte depuis longtemps, 400 Juifs sont 
encore dans des camps d'internexent. Sur la communauté juive pise la me- 
face constante des camps de concentration, de le prison et de la seques- 
tration. Les Juifs d'Egypte sont mensoés dans leur vie, leur liberté, 
et leurs biens. 


Les internés Juifs demandent leur Libération fue de Si une char- 
@@ quelconque pése sur eux, ils demanden’ re jugés par un tribunal 
officiel. Les mesures de sequestration des biens doivent immédiatement 
@tre levées. Nous demandons que le gouvernement égyptien qui a souserit 
& la charte des Netions-Unies respecte les droits de l'homme et du o1- 
toyen et se conforme & cette charte. 





Les internés Juifs de Huckstep 
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Hukstep, I2 Aprile 1949 
Cairo (Egitto) 


S.E. Il Conte Carlo Sforza 
Ministro Affari Esteri 
ROMA 


Eccelhenze, 


De ben undici uresi 20 Italiani sous internati senza olenna 
giustificozione, in mezzo al desertonel sinistro campo di concentramento 
di Huokstep presso al Cairo. Sib dai pruici giorni del nostro interne- 
mento alliamo crotestsato domendando che un inchiesta fosse almeno ini- 
zite per determinare le accuse che, agli occhi delle Autorita Egiziane 
guistificavano il nostro internemento. De nostre proteste non ebbero 
Messum effetto, cio che comporte che non vi era nessuna sccusa al nos- 
tro riguardo. ilbieno chiesto alle nostre Autorita diplomatiche, di 
ottenese PAPAL S/FAISLILIAALL ON 6/116/#%A Gal Coverno Zgiziono par ins- 
eritto le ragioni per le quoli queste inisure arbitrorie ci sano state 
imposte ; anche la nostra lecezione al Csiro non e ruiscita ad ottene- 
re questé guistifkeseionehe dinostra uns volta di piu l'arbitranio di 
queste unsure d'internauento. 

4ll terminere dells guerra in Palestina, sbbicno protestoto 
@ hunovo demandendo di essere liberati, ma tutte le nostre protiche si 
Sono ustate ad un uuso di menzogue et & promesse mai tenute. 

Ter noi @ perfet‘omente chioso che il governo Bgizienopro- 
Segue deliberatemento un politica di Terrore allo scopo di liquidore 
el'interessi stranieri in Sgitto. Nel unese di Marzo I949 all'Univer- 
Site Egiziano del Cairo, un sagetto d'esaure ju " Ci sanotroppi stra- 
nieri in Bgitto, che cose dovremmo dere a/f¢f/7 per Slavezzorcene." 

Pin di 5.000 ekiei egiziani e stroniesi - sano gia partiti 
4'Bgitto cacoieti del Terrors - Decure di francesi, Greci, Bugoslavi, 

e Cecoslavacehi (non ekai) imputirdiscono da lunchi mesi nei campi di 
concentramento ¢ nelle prigioni egiziane. 

Le situazione degli stranien in Eeitto divento agui giorno 
sebpre pur difficile ed un esodo non tardesa a produssi, quella deel’ 
Italiani e partirdemante pin grave. I sequestri unposti sulla collecti- 
vita Italiane dusante l'untime guerre l'avevano indebolita li unici che 
non furous proaticamante colpiti de queste unsure, cioé II.000 Italiani 
Ebrei, sono aggigiorno ui presa al psanico. Abbondomare agei alle dispero- 
zione sl'Ibsliani ebrei d'Bggitto, non e soltento spruigerlis rimpa- 
triose -ed in quali condizioni f~una uqualmente a licuidare posizioni 
econémiche Italiane acquistste dopi duro lavoro di pui d'in secolo. 

Se non volate Eecelenra, vedese 1'esodo del'Italiani annen- 
tore verso la Madre Patris e mantenese le posizioni economiche acquist 
tate evergiche unisure di protestazioni s'impagano affiuche el'italiani 
in Bgitto, non continono a cassese il rischio d'esser arrestati e get- 
tati iin coampi di concentramento. Eocelenwa, non basta che istruzioni 
Siano date da Roma alle Autorite Diplomatiche del Cairo dle scopo 
d'iupatrio bissegns le Colonia Italiana d'Egittoe di eu II.000 shrei- 
ad aver fiducia nell'’autorita e nella forza di protezione delle Madre 
Pattia, La maggiar parte degli stranieri e state liberato dai campi di 
concentremento. La quasi totalite degli Iteliani e ancora in questi dis- 
gracisti campi. Cio dimostre la debolezza delle Autorite Italiani nelle 
difesa dei borosudditi. 

Eocelenza nelle speranze che un rapido fine sore portato 








alle nostre discresie ed angoscie, le presentanio i nostri uspettosi 
assequik 


Italiani Intermati & Huckstep 
A. Busmach =. Fernandez 
Elenco degl'Intermati Italiani in Cairo (Huckstep) 


Vittorio Boleffi 
" Gabbai 

Rounendo Silvera 
Biia Odes 
Guuseppe Alperam 
Cesare Ancana 
Abramino Busnach 
Elia Busnech 
Keon Cuvel 
Arron Costi 
Gabrielle Skinazi 
Cesare Fornandez 
Elie Cesana 

@ «Mose Bandana 
Vittorio Massoud 
Alberto Levi 
Preddy Picciotto 
Habib Vidal 
Davide Arripol 
Leone Arripol 





S.E. Auguiseppe Sarucat Campo es 2I Marzo 1949 


Vice Presidente del Cofsigilio Cairo Egitto) 
Governo Italiano -Ro us 


Booelenza, 

‘Woisottescritti, citoduici Italiani del Cairo internati 
nel Campo di Concentramento di Huckstep sito ne deserto « 30 ka 
del Cairo, abbiowa l'onere di sottonnetterre all'attenzione della 
S.V.J. i fatti sequenti. 

I) Dal I5 Magcio 1948 cioe dapui di II masi sionia gettati 
in questo ioisgurato campo, sottomessi a tutti i maltrattamenti 
e tutte le privazioni. 

2 ) Wessuma secuse ci e stato proferita, nessuma inchiesta ¢ 
stato fatta contro di noi sui del primo giorno. Non siamomai 
stati interrogetive le nostre Autorita.Dplomatiche non hanno 
ricevuto nessuna risposta soddisfacente per il nostro internemento 
L'unica volta che siamostati interpellati fu per conoscere lL'en- 
¢ita dei nostri beni sllo scopo di sequestrarli. Le nostre fami- 

Li jano state maltrattate, espulse dalle loso case e il eoverno 
Bes ano non lia fornito nessun sussidio né alle famiglie espulse 
né a quelle degli Internati. 

3) Tu'tte queste disgragie oi sono accadute peretens semplici 

e repporti ai sbirri, ci hanno considerati" SOSPSTTI " 

4 ) A thezzo innumerevoli petizioni - la waggior parte delle 
qualli fu cestinata sotto rli occhi nostri - abbiano chiesto la 
nostra liberazione, mo slmweno la nostra messa in cuidizio. Le 
nostre Autorita Diplomatiche nom sonno memmeno reuiscite ad otte~ 
nere il simpatrio dell'Internati che ne fecero domands. 

5 ) Al 25 Febbraio I' , L'gitto firmo a Rodi un accordo coche 
fouse definitivemente un termine alle ostilita in Palestine. Con 
questo accordo spariva l'ultimo prtesto che poteva euistifisare 
il nostro internamento. Melgrad® le firma di quest accordo neppure 
UN Italiano fu libersto 

6) La Yrencia, 1'Inghilterra, la Grecia et 1'Ungheria lanno 
attenuto la liberazione delle maggioranze deiloso suiditi, questo 
non ju.il caso L'Itelia 

7 ) Chiedraino & Y. Bocelenza, quole defensore degl'Interessi 
Ataliani nel mondo, d'intervenire presso le Autorita conpetenti del 
Governo Iteliano affinche une rapida fine sis partate alla nostra 
detenzione e che eque riparagioni ci siano corrisposte per i 
danni che oi hanno inguistemente colpiti. 

e Fiduciosi in un celese amito, le presentiano Eocelepza 
l'espressione dei nostri rispettosi assequi- 


Per gli'Internati Italiani del 
Cairo 














Dottore A. Busnach 


Cesare Fernandez Preddy Pieciotto - Vittorio Bollaffi 


Giusepoe Dabbah 
Vittorio Kessouds 


Gabrielle Bskenazi- Mosé Haddad 
Alberto Levy 


Bepe> Vidal - Vidal David - Leone Arripal 
Cesena - Vittorio Gabbai - Elie Odes 
Giscolle Alveran - Ancona Cesere ~- Abramo Busnach 
Blie Busnach - Aronne Costi - Leone Curiel 
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300 Juifs, hommes, femmes, jeunes, yieux sont internés depuis II mois 
dans les camps de concentration du Caire et a'Alexandrie et a'El-Tor, 
internés sous le prétexte de la guerre déclenchée en Palestine le 15 
Mai phat ils ont toujours détenus en dépit du fait que les hostilités 
ont cessé depais lonetemps et que l'armistice a été formellement signé 
entre l'Beypte et Israel depuis 2 mois. Les 300 internés juifs sont en 
réalité des victimes innocentes G'une politique d'antisémitisme et de 
raoisme. in dépit de leurs protestations renouvelés les internés Juifs 
ne voient pas la fin de leurs souffrances. bien plus, leurs conditions 
fe vie s'aggravent chaque jour «++ 50 d'entre eux ont déja été déportés 
& Bl Tor dans 1a presqu'fle du Sinaf, A plusiours centaines de Kms de 
tout endroit habité, dans un lieu od l'on éloieneit jadis les criminels 
les plus dengereux ot od leur vie est sans cesse exposée par la présen- 
ce dlun millier de F.M. antisémites et fanatiques. Quand aux autres ils 
doivent subir les brimades et vexations de leurs geoliers. 
Bour protester contre le traitement injuste et inhumain auquel ils sont 
soumis, les 300 détenus Juifs a'Bgypte ont déo1dé de feire une sche 
éhérale de la faim, de 24 heures, le joudi I¢ Avril, preuier jour de 
@ juive de Puque. 
A cette ocoasion, 11s font appel & 1a conscience du monde civilisé, & 
tous les hommes et A toutes les femmes libres, o& qu'ils se trouvent 
pour qu'ils interviennent auprés des autorités éeyptiennes, ou leurs 
représentants & 1'étranger, afin d'exiger la remise en liberté immé~ 
diate de tous les détenus Juifs. 4es horreurs des perséoutions et des 
orimes nazis sont encore trop récents pour que le monde puisse demeurer 
Celta devant cette nouvelle et odieuse manifestation de L'antisé- 
Lame. 
Protestez contre L'oppression dont sont victimes les Juifs a'Beypte t 
Exigez la remise en liberté immédiate de tous les détenus.! 
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ALLIANCE ISRAELITE UNIVERSELLE 


Annas reécwannious | ronote mm (#40 
ica ape 45. RUE LA BRUYERE - PARIS (KD 


“TELAPWOME | Tune 35-08 


eh rams ko sees” 





rams is 24 mai 1949. 
EW/ He. 


Cher Monsieur, 


De retour A Paris, je tiens & vous dire combien j'ai été 
heureux de faire votre connsissance, et de faire avec vous 
le tour des problémes qui préoccupent notre Association dabs 
ce pays d' Egypte, o& nous avons travaillé depuis si longtemps. 


Nous y avons conservé de nombreux amis et, hélas t beaucoup 
d'entre eux qui ont di quitter le pays, ne cessent d'insister 
auprés de nous sur l'aggravetion de la situation de nos core- 
ligionnsires restés 14-bas, Récemment encore, plusieurs core- 
ligionnaires ont pu quitter l'igypte et sont venus,ici, jeter 
un cri d'alarme et implorer des secours, 


Les personnes bien situées qui, jusqu'A présent, eassumaient 
de leur ules forces 1'side aux malher jont a bout 
souffle, soit parce 
plus, soit parce 
sures d'internement et de séquestre. 


Méme les fonds inaliénables ont été & prégent pulvérieés pour 
faire face aux besoins les plus urgents, 









Je vous ai dit que nous avions fait appel au JOINT,et je suis 
Dents ps que votre avis aurait une portée décisive, ei vous vou- 
diez bien dire un mot & cette Or; sation, en faveur d'un se- 

cours d'urgence A nos frares malheureux. 





Nous ne pouvons, en effet, nous défendre de 1'impreseion que 
ei le Joint n'a pas donné suite jusqu'ici A nos cris d’alarme, 
cfest que vos Services l'ont dissuadé d'intervenir et, ceci, 

sur la base de renseignements antérieurs qui ne sont plus exacts 


Je fais donc un appel pressant A votre sens de la solidarité, 
et A votre compréhension des besoins de nos fréres a! 2, 
pour vous demander d'appuyer notre demande auprés du Joint. 


Je suis sir de ne pas faire appel en vain A votre compréhen- 
sion, et vous remercie A l'avance de bien vouloir me tenir in~ 
formé de votre décision, 


a 
Monsieur Isaac ben Jacob (Salama) hing T7102 
Département d! cased 


Eerpte 
Ministére des Affeires Etrangbres 4443 °2D.30 


pcumek cue Pageant Serge: 
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she aps : 











- a 24-5-49 


Je profite de la présente pour vous rappeler que vous 
aviez promis de me faire le service des Informations que vous 
faites également tenir & 1' A.J,D.C. et & d'autres Organise- 
tions Internationales. 


Je yous prie a’ agréer, cher Monsieur, 1'assurance de 
mes sentiments les meilleurs. 


| 
hu : 


‘¢ WEILL 
eS _ABitaie Général 


Monsieur Isaac ben JACOB ( Salama) 
Département d' te. 

Ministére des Affaires Etrangtres 
HAKIRYAH - TEL AVIV- (Israél 





Confidential 
NOT for publication 





CONDI’ IN _EoYPT 


Censorship, under martial law in Egypt, ie eo strict that it was 
impossible to bring out more than a few secret notes, from whétth the 
present report is being written. Censorship nas been carried to 
guch fantestic extremes that even classical dooke are liable to 
censorship, and there is no doubt that it is extremely difficult and 
@angerous for Jews and truthful journalists to get true reports out 
of the country sbout what is really going on. Indeed, just as in 
Germany it wae possible that many Germans were honestly ignorant of 
true conditions, so it may well be possible that many Egyptians are 
just 29 ignorant of internal conditions in their country as they are 
of the magnitude of their defeat in Palestine. Moreover, intellig- 
ent Egyptians know so little of the ingide machinations of their 
government ~ and even men in the government themselves kmow so little 
thet it is possible that only one or two Egyptians - such aa the head 
of police and the head of internal security - really can give one all 
the facts. And these men I did not contact. T am glad that there 
is someone who can check on my findings. 





T will begin with my general analysis. 


Anti-semitiam does not - even now after the defeat in Palestine - 
exist in Egypt in the SAME way ae I eaw it in Berlin before the war. 
I spent nearly a month in Egypt, mainly in Cairo and in Alexandria, 
and I spoke to al] sorte of Egyptians and Europeans, with a view to 
thie report. The feeling ageinat the Jews springs far more from 
envy, anger at defeat, or from fear, than it does from any RACIAL 
feeling; for indeed, the Egyptians are aloo Semitic, and if you went 
to the cotton market in Alexandria you would find it hard to dis- 
tinguish between the two. ti sential that this fact be constan- 
tly remembered during this report. 


Egypt {9 heading etraight for social and economic chaos. ‘The 
government of the day does not represent the people ~- it is a minority 
Soren maintained in power solely becnune of the King's personal 

ud with Nehas, leader of the Wafd. It needs # scapegont to die- 
tract attention from poverty and discontent at home and from military 
defeat abroad. This it finds by focussing attention on the Jews 
@epeciaily and the foreigners in general. Whan there are riote, 
foreigners or even light~skinned Moslems, are almost in equal danger 
from the mob. Official Britieh Embassy reports warning British 
residents to be careful emphasise thia point. 


However, the Egyptians have been fighting the Jers, and there is 
no doubts that, gubject to the above generalisation, there has been 
gucsiat Gincrimination against Jews which has show itself in severala 

‘orm. 











Tt is true that since the middle of Way certainly more than 500 
Jews have been arrested and placed in camps (I do not want to use the 
word concentration camp, bectuse its emotional content gives a fal 
comotation ). Tt io true that during June and July there were ri 
in Cairo during which Jews were more victimised than other foreigners. 
It 1@ also true that Jewieh property has been arbitrarily sequestrated. 
Moreover, Jews have been refused entrance AND exit vis and all 
Jews living within two hundred metres of any palace property were 
forced to leave their homes at very short notice. 








Now about the “concentration camps"..... 


At the former RAF campat Aboukir, on the outskirts of Alexandria, 
120 people are confined. Of these over 100 are Jews, and the rest. 
communists or other revolutionaries. At first, conditions were bad, 
but they have now improved. They sleep four in a dormitory; the 
food is sufficien’ and their relatives cen visit the camp and leave 
@ suitease of food with the soldiers who guard them - and leave it 
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—— 


Ries 


within sight of their relation, though they are not allowed to talk 
to him, There have been no instances of cruelty. And life, apart 
from boredom and frustration, and fear for the future, is tolerable. 

ZT have met a man who was released and who confirmed the above, and 
the camp has also been visited recently by the British Consul-General. 


At the camp of HUGKSTEP on the outskirts of Cairo, conditione 
were at first far worse than at Aboukir. But they have now Amproved 
as & result of representations by various Buropean Enbaseies. 
However, conditions are atill sore rigorous - more so for the com- 
municets who are the majority of those shut up than for the pure Jews. 


from Jewish sources in Szypt, and it is certain that poor Jews who 
have no pull with legations and embassies have been badly treated at 


This is not to say that things have been pleasant for them, 
where have been deliberately planned attacks on them. On the i2th 
Novenber, 1948, the entire premises of the Societe Orientel de 
Fublicite (who produce the Egyptian Gazette) mere blown up. The 
Managing Director of &.0.P., Haim, fe a Jew. But here again it mist 
be remarked that after the explosion his largely Yosiem employese 
were extremely loyal in helping him to move to new premises. 


So far ay picttre has not been unduly slarming. Indeed, condit- 


ions for the Jews in Egypt, considering the war, might indeed be rer 
Vora. nie it, tts CAVEAT must be entered. The eigorous Rayption 


the defeat they have suffered. But what about when the Army gete 
back? What can the Government do then? Some excuse, some scapegoat, 
some distraction from the spectacle of their own lies end om | 
dency will be essential. And, a5 in so many countries before, the 
deus may profide the ideal scapegoats. It is more than probable 
that the return of the Army will coincide with serious riots and 


discontent. The position of the Jews in Egypt may then be a 
dangerous one. 
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7 WORLD JEqIaH CONGRESS 
+) |} 55 Blew Cavendien street, 

l w(t! London, W. 1. 
¢\ / 19th January, 1949. 





Joseph Linton, Eeq., 
Provisional Government of Israel, 
18, Manchester Square, 
London, W. 1. 
Confidential 
Dear Joseph, 


We have juet had from an important non-Jewish Britisher, the enclosed 
confidential report on the condition of the Jews in Egypt. There is 
nothing very sensational in it, nor does it contain anything that we did 
not know; its main value to ue ie that it confirms the representations 
we have made on the werious attacks etc. on the Egyptian Jewn. 


I would, however, draw your attention to the last paragraph; 
suggesting that after the cessation of hostilities between Israel and 
Egypt, there may be further and heavier attacks on the Jews. To prevent 
such a thing is, of course, very difficult, but it does occur to me thet 
something could be done in the course of peace negotiations with Egypt 

to provide that the Egyptian Jews may be protected against violence. 

No one can guarantee that the Jews will not be attacked, but the Rgyptian 
Government can give some undertaking that they will take proper measures 
to protect their citizens against them. Perhape you will consider passing 
én eae ce sama a thes and the view I have expressed, to the Teresi 
authorities. 


ee? 


With kind regards, 
Youre sincerely, 


A.Le BASTERMAN 
Political Secretary 
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ithe World Jowieb Concrogs addressed 
tothe Menbore of tho United Neticns. 


8th Ootobar, 1948, 
Sir, ; 


1. In pureuance of the ropresontations alroady made to the Bso- 
nomic and Sooial Council of the United Nations by the World Jewish 
Congress - an organisation with Consultative Statua (Oatezory "B") 
at the Boononie and Sosial Council and roprosonting Jovidh corxuni~ 
tioo and organioations in 65 countrios, = I havo the honour to 
roquost that you my miee, aa a matter of urgency, at the present 
Suseion of the Goneral Assenbly of tho United Nations, tho grave 
eituation of the Jowish population in ccrtain arab countrioa where 
acta of disorinination, persecution and violonce have boen and aro 
dobpcomittesd against the Jovs by or with the connivance and 
approval of tho Govornnenta of those countries. These acte oonsti~ 
tute a flagrant violation of the hunan rights and fundancntal froc- 
dons of the Jowish oitizona and rosidonte of tho countrics concormd 
and are a sorious and imminent danger to thoir liveu and security. 


2. I would draw your attention to tho communication (F/O 2/125) 
of 25th August 1948, ofreulated to tho Menbors of tho Eoononio and 
Sooial Council, containing tho protest of tho World Jewish Congross 
against the postpononemt of discussion in tho Council of questions 
relating to tho position of Jowe in Arab countrics. This cotruni- 
cation (copy of which ie attached) gavo details of note of viclonoo 
and discrimination against the Jewish population, notably in Reypt. 
Sinze tho date of this corunication frosh outrages and ucts of die 
orimination have boon comittod against tho Jowa of Iraq and Rypt. 


Be In viow of tho oritioal character of thie situation, it is 
submitted that your Govormont nay, by virtue of Article 14 of the 
ulos and Froceduro of tho Goncral. Assenbly, request that this nattor 
be dnoludod in tho Agenda of tho prosont Session of the Guncral 
press with a viow t+ approprinto action boing talon by tho Unitod 





4 (a) Tt 48 subnittod, in particular, that tho General Assumbly 
night adopt a Rosclutdon roccenonding that tho Govermonts can- 
sernod roviso thoir goncral policy and their loislativo and 
adainistrative noasuroa affecting tho Jowish population in 
‘thoir countrics, 90 aa to bring then into confornity with tho 
Frinciplos of tho United Nations Chartar, and to safeguard 
the human rights and fundamental froodons of racial and reli~ 
gious groupe as woll as of individuals belonging to such groups. 


(>) As tho strict news consarship now inosod by certain 
drab countrios, partiowlarly Reypt and Iraq, obstructs tho 
collection of full infornation of the attaske and disorini- 
nation against the Jowish population, the Genural Assenbly 
night requoat the Governnonts concorned to roport, within 
eight daya, to the prosont Sossion af the asscably, whether 
the hunan rights and fundanontal froedons of their Jowigh 
citizons havo becn winlated, ani if so, what measures havo 
boon taken ty these Covormnenta to prevent further violatdon 
and to rodress the wrong alrondy causod, On tho basis of 


gach report, tho Gonoral assonbly mitrt procoad to considar 
the desirability of adopting a Resolution on tho linea suggos- 
tod. - 





boas <n all 

















D+ In subnitting thoso proposals, rofcronos is made, in addition 
to the cocrunication 2/C 2/125 of tho Boononis and Social Council, 
to tho Memoranda addrossed by the Warld Jowish Congross to tho Boo- 
nomio and Social Council, on January 16th and February 26th, 1948 
and to tho verbal submissions of tho ropresentatives of the Can- 
gresa to the Comittes for Consultation with non-governmental orga 
nisations (NGO Comittee) on Fobruary 16th and June 21 = 22, 1948 
(Roport of the Boonomis and Sooial Council to the Goneral Assaxbly, 
Ghapter VI, Section II, paras, 271-273, 


6. Tho rogrsttablo postponement of discussion of the grave mit 
tors to which tho World Jowish Congress referrod in these various 
Menoranda and verbal submissions, has boon followed by now attacks 
upon the persons, righte, libertios and security of the Jows in Iraq 
and Zeypt. It would appear that these States, Menbors of tho United 
Nations, have folt at liborty, in dofiance of the advice tonderod 
to then in the progcnce of their reprosentatives, by tho NGO Can = 
nittoe's Rosolution of June 22nd, 1948, to contimuc and evon to in 
tensity their porscoution of the Jews in their countrios. 


Roferonee is nade to Annexe (1), Part 1. of the Hononie and 
Soodal Council Dosunent’ E/940 (Royort of the Council's Cordttee 
for Consultation with Non-Govornnental Organisations) containing tho 
Egyptian iopresentative's statonent that "Eypt has never shown any 
diecrinination against tho nechors of any other race oF reliion seve 
and would continue to . xoreise thie policy," The recent events in 
Eeypt affecting tho Jowish minority are in flagrant oantradiction of 
this statonont. 


7. Information has buen roveived of the following now acts of 
poraecution and violence against the Jews in Iraq and Egypt whioh 
have coourred during the rocent wecks:- 


(a) Trag. The Govornent of Irag has cnbarked upon and is in 
Frocess of oxoouting a policy cogimed aystamtioally 

to destroy the economic existence of the Jowish population 
and to obtain possession of Jowish property, through oon- 
fisoation and for State purposes. Measuros have beon en- + 
acted and jut into operation prohibiting Jows fron enaacing 
dn a nunber of trados and professions, thus dopriving then of 
‘their livelihood. Jows havo boon arbitrarily and without 
Sause diasissed from State and other public services, Con- 
Pulsory levies ani forcod “contribution” havo been imposed 
by the Govormiont om Jows to scouro financial aid for Iraq's 
war against tho State of Israol, 





In pursuit of this ruthloss desig to ruin and despoil tho 
Jows of Iraq, the Goverment has inprisoned, without trial, 
scores of woalthy Jews on the pretext of "pro-2ionist acti- 
vities". Inprisonnent has beon followed by the confiscation 
of the property of the Jewish internoes. More than 4000 Jews 
have been interned in concentration camps and inprisoned 

for no other reason than that they are owmers of property 

in Fnlostane. 


Tho post outrageous exanplo of this policy of persecution 
and confisoation is that of Shafiq Ades, one of the wealthicst 
Jewish merchants in Iraq. Although he has never been aaso- 
ciated with any Zionist Organisation and was only remotely 
assccisted with Jewish life in Iraq or abroad, this mn wma 
arrested recently on a charge of aiding the Jews in Palostine. 
After a surnary trial at which the sccusod man ms not por 
nitted any defense or to bo lecally represented, ho waa oon 
tenoed to donth and jp adaition ma Finod 5,000,000 Dinara, 

J 


y 
sae. 











eatinsted to bo almost the whole af hic property. 
of the appoals of reprosontatives af a munber of forcin 
Fowers, ag well os of forner Iraqi Ministers, Shafiq Aloa 
was publicly hanged, with tho formal consent of the King of 
Trag, in Basra, on Soptenber 23rd last. 


Consistently with tho Braq‘ Governnent's anti-Jewish policy, 
the press of Irag is permitted to conduct a virulent canpaim 
of incitement against the Jows demanding, inter alia, tho 
confiscation of thoir properties and funds ani other disori+ 
ninatory measures. 


(>) Bzyet. Tho latest of the series of pogroms against the Jowish 
population to which reforene has been made in the 

aforenentioned Memoranda and in the Corrmnioation 30/2/125, 
was tho serious bomb explosion in the Jewich quarter of Cairo 
on Septenber 22nd whon four housos woro blow up. Ninetoon 
Jows wore killed and forty-seven acricusly injured. This wae 
tho third explosion in the same quarter within three nonth 
AS m provious occasions, the Exyytian authorities and proses 
sought with characteristic cynicism to place the responsibi- 
lity for the explosion on the Jews themselves. As on previous 
occasions, these outrages have given to the Arab porulation 
the opportunity to riot in the Jowish quarter and to plunder 
tho hones and businoss promises of the Jows, 





The gravity of the situation has been confined by the ropert 
of the Arab newspaper "Al Zanane” of Cairo which atated od 
Soptenber 23rd last that a state of oncrgensy was proclained 
dn the Mouski quarter of Cairo, 


Tn urging consideration and action by the Genaral Assonbly in nooor- 


Gane with the suggostions contained in paragraph 3 hereof, the World i 
Jewish Congress subsite: - 


(a) The anti-Jewish acts a4 moasures in Irag and Ezypt constitute 
4 oloar case of yorsscution of and discrinination against @ rasial 
and religious group 4n violation of the principles laid dom in the 
Freanble and in Articles » (3) and 55 (c) af tho United Nations 
Ghartor. 


(b) Tho acte and measures described aro an infraction of the Ro- 
solution unaninously adoyted by tho General sssenbly on the notion 
of tho Igyptian Represontatiy, on Novaiber 19th, 1946, viz.s 


“Tho General Assembly declares that it is in the hicher 
Anterosts of hwmnity to put an immediate ond to religious 
and so-called racial porscoution and discrimination, and 
calls on the governments and responsible authorities to 
Sonforn both to the letter ani to tho spirit of the Charter 
of the United Nations, and to take tho most pronpt and oner- 
Betic stope to that ond,” 


(ce) The aforementioned pwrineiples of the Charter and the undertaking, 
expressed in Article 56, by which "all Usnbers pledge themselves to 
take joint and separate action in co-operation *%h the Organisation 
for the ashievenont of the purposes sot forth in Article 55", as well 
os the above-nentioned Resolution of the General Assembly, create a 
Tegal - and not norely a noral = international obligation on the 

part of the inber States of tho United Nationa, 





(4) The violation of such an internation] obligstion is a matter of 
international eoncern, dots not constitute 2 matter essentially within 
the domestic jurisdiction of a State, and is not, therefore, covered 


























by tho roservation of article 2 (7) of tho United Nations Chartur, 


This viow was confixtiod by the Scoond Zart of tho iret ‘Sosaion 
of the Gonorsl Assenbly in connection with tac dispute concerning 
the troatnont of Indians in tho Union of South Africa, Notwith- 
standing South Africa's objoction that the question was of an 
essentially donoatic charactor, the Gonoral Assonbly adopted the 
Resolution No. 75. assortinz tho eotyetence of the United Nationa 
dn this natter, “In thie Resolution, tho Gonoral Assonbly ox- 
Pressed tho opinion that “tho trontuont of Indiane in the Union 
ahall be in conformity with dntornational obligtiona undor see, 
the relovant provisions of the Charter" and requested the Gow 
emnnont of tho Union of Scuth frion to eubrdt 2 roport to the 
noxt Sopsion of the Goneral Jssenbly on the reawures ado;ted to 
this affest, 


fe) It is pointed out further thot those mtters cam within 
the competences of the General Assenbly ty virtue of Article 10 
of the Charter, providing that "tho Gonoral Asgonbly may dinouss 
any questions or any natters within tho scope of tho pruvont * 
Charter". Article 13 (1/b) specifically nontions tho "rovliaa~ 
tion of human rights and fundauontal froodons for oll without 
distinction as to race, sox, lansuago or roligion" aa ono of 
tho matters within the authority of tho Gonoral Assonbly. 


(2) Bho adoption of a rococmundation as proposed in paragrayh 

4 (a) of thia lettor, ani tho roquost for an immodinte roport 

on the obsorvanco of hunan rigits and fundarontel freedom by 

‘tho countrivs concorned, as sugested in parnzraph 4 (b), are 
Comatitle with the tors of article 10 of tho Charter providing 
‘that the Genoral Assoubly "nay make recommonda ions to the Mbrbers 
of tho United Nations", and are confirnod by the terns of Article 
13 (1) establishing tho authority of the Goneral dsserbly to 
"initiate etudice and mike recorner dations" sjucifioally related 
to the realisation of humn rights and fundanontal froodona, 


Swh reoommondations and roquest for information could not be 
Considerod as an intorforence in the essentinlly doneatio affairs 
of 4 Stato within tho moaning of art. 2 (7) of the Charter, 

sinoo the rooocmonddicna mado on the basis of Articles 13 and 55 
of the Charter ani a roquoat for information cmnot be regurded 
4 infringing the sovoreig rishte of a State, 


Tho General Assonbly's solution on the quostion of the trontnent 
of Indicna in the Union of South Africa scts a clear procedont for 
sotion by tho United Nations dn rolation to the treatnent of Jefe 
in Iraq and Exypt, both 4n respect of recomendations to, and 
reports fron, Menbers of the Unitod Nations. 


no Lan directod to express the carnest hope of the World Jewish 
Congress that, in order to jrevent furthor peril to the lives and rights 
of the Jews in Arab countrics, your Governzont nay act in accordanso with 
the submissions contained in this letter, or in such other way as may be 
deemed appropriate, 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Youre faithfully, ; 
BY te Sr ee | 
ALRste, <9. 


Tolitical Sooretary. 


We Coes eel 
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Gory 


In the name of the Hanhalah“of Hapoel Hamizrachi in Egypt, “I 
send you this detailed but simple and concise report of the activities 
of our different Shiffim in Egypt, and of the general situation in 
Egypt, with special stress on the Jewish community here. 


Being out from Eretz Israel since the 15th May 1948, we have caught t 
this unique oceasion of being put in contact with our movement in Bretz 
by yourself. We beg you, then, to read this report, but not to publish it 
(for security reasons) and to make it reach, integrally and completely, xk 
the Hapoel Hamizrachi in Eretz- Israel. 


THE SITUATION IN BGYY?, 


Tight censorship on everything - lies, visible and easily detected, 
to the population from the government ~ Military communiques absolutely 
= Ignorant population, and of very lew standard in all respects, 
especially intellectually, morally, politically and socially - Intensive 
propoganda in the papers, radio and Mosques against the Jews be all means 
- 1.) Shouting libels and diffamationknd attacks against the moral, by 
@_ the meanest and the lowest ways. This propoganda is lead, encouraged, 
paid and directed by the government. 

- 2.) Religious fanatism, ete. Result: Pogroms and agressions of which 
you are surely acquainted, 


THE JEWS, 


Double martyr; moral and corporal (i.e. of mind and body) only 

diminished ty the news of the “Haganah” and "Kol Israel" which send 
us encouragement by age acquainting us of the strength of our State, 
its military success, its political success, its Unity, ite solidarity 
and its desicions. 
Moral Martyrs: Instlts, despise, fanatisu, diffomation 
by newspapers, radio and in the Mosques. Jewish employ: 
their work. 
Corporal Martyr : Bombs, crimes, murders (individuals) and collective 
Jewish housee and homes. During the weeks from the 16th - 23% July 

@ 1943 : 500 persons killed, of which 200 were Jews and the rest of Burope- 
ans or persons having light coloured faces. Imprisongert, interning in 
Concentration camps, septcstration of Jewish money and possessions, and th 
the Jews have been put out of their homes in the districts of Abdin, i 
Kubvek, etc. by a military proclomation in Cairo; more than 250 families 
became homeless, But where ie the Council of the Jewish Community? As if 
it has never existed. The Great Rabbi,Chaim Nachum dumm does great efforts 
near the authorities, but they always send with arrognance and his reclama 
tions sre ignorede 


ZIONisM IN BGYPr. 


As a direct effect of this persecution, Zionism has gained every 
heart and every mind. Where is the Zionist Organisation? Part of its 
members are in concentration camps end the rest, and the "great" person- 
alities of Zionism have become very affraid and completely incompetent 
and want to hide to save thet moneys deing: “ao” atraid. But, the Hapoel # 
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Hamizrachi, who have known since a long time, the 

complete incompetence of thése persons and who have had to suffer 
during years from their ppposition to us, the Hapoel Hamizrachi had 
learned since long to work by his own means. The Zionist work fe now 
done by the Youth. There are 3 movements working now in Egypt: Hapoel 
Hanigrachi, Hechalutz and Hashomer. 

Hashomer: 150 chaverim in Cairo - 80 in Alexandria. Intensive work. 
Very developed selfishmess. 4% many occasions has put its own interest 
in first place, ignoring the interest of Egyptian Zionixm and movements. 
10 chaverim in Concentration camp at Cairo and 15 at Alexandria. 
Hechalutz: 160 chaverim in Cairo, of which 40 in concentration camp, 

50 not working and 70 working well. Alexandria: 100 chaverim, of which 
20 are in concentration camp. The chaverim in concentration camp are:The 
Mazkir, the whole Hanhalah ané Moatzah and the majority of Bogrim and 
respossible chaverin. 

The chaverim who are not in concentration camps and whowanted to 
work, tried to collabobate with the Hashomer, One week after, the HasYomer 
asked them to liquidate their movement ent to act here individual}y 

to the gedudim of Hashomer, 

Result: the Hechalute was indignant and refused. The collaboration 
with Hashomer came to an end. The chaverim of the Hechalutz asked the 
Hapoel Hemizrachi to help them, Hapoel Hemizrachi made it a duty to 
reorganige them in the same way it hdd organised its own gedudim (sce 
below), to give them advise, and furnish them with all their sichot and 
material. Since one andd and a half months, by desicion of the Hanhalah, 
our temporary Mazkir has given them loyally all the help and the sichot. 


70 chaverim of Hechaluts are now working intensively as gedudim of Hecha- 
lutz. 
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HE: Chief Babb’ of Bxzpt- 






According to 
Hi. Nehoun Sffendt, O:ief Tadst of Sevpt, ta om 
re of fendering bis resignation for iil-heslth, The 
quostiex will be examined vy the Jext 
Gounel2 in its next meetin 
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MINISTRY FOR FORSIGN AFFAIRS 
Middle Bast Division 


2 Novenber 1948, 
Ref: Qhdes Babes of Eeyot. 


Journal ae $19,10.48) denies the inforsstion 
rg Yor" accomling to witch Nehwsx Effendi, 
Ghist Hevea of Heypty intende 40 Sesion for hoalthe 


Distrivations 
Political Departaent 
Ministry for minorities 
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Ministry for Foreign Affaire 


Middle Bast Division 


To the Politicn] Department 


Ret Beyptian Jown in F 





Aocorting to “Akbbar 2 Yon” 
(2420048.) the Sgyptinn Police is 
supervieing the activities ani contscts 
of Egyptian Jew now in Paris. 











Ministry for Yoreiga Af 


‘aire 


Widdle Cost Division 


State of plort in Catzs 
—fextexiph feast. 


4A State of alort was proclaimed 
in Onizo on the 4th and Sth of Ooteber, 
Correnponting te the Jewish Rosh lashens. 


(2amane, 3.10.49.) 
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Motrivution: Politicn] Department 
Praos ® Information 
el Terned (/rabic) 
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lecturer on Internetinne] law in the Fued University - Progrés 
Egyptien 13.11.47.)« ‘Frof, Zeki's view was acce sted by the Egyptian 
Government, ccorlingly, an applicant who esnnot produce the necessary 
documents to prove his nationality could satisfy the authoritics ty 
hia "nomen, fama, tractus", Thus, an applicant tearing an Ezyptian 
name, who ig reputed to be Epypticn snd who haa been considered an 
Egyptian in his scciel dealings should be granted Egyptian nationality, 
On the other hand, « Jew born in Egypt of Egyptian parents and a 
permanent resident in the country (stipuleted by the law as conditional 
to the granting of Egyptian nationality) will be considered a non- 
Bayptian, pending the production Sf documents in support of his cledm, 
(Prof. Zaki's interpretation of the law and the attitude of the 
government wore strongly opposed by Prof, Andre Boye, Dean of the 
Prench Faculty of Law in Cairo - Progrés Ecyptien 12.11.47.). 





All foreign residents were onlered by the government (Novexuber 
1947) to be in possession of identity cards. The same order applica to 
the so-called "local subjecta" ~ persons of undetermined nationality. 
About 40,000 Jews in Egypt come under the November 1947 order. e 
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explosives which ocused the explosion.!; (AP.'23.9+)« .Js, an explanation 

of the ricts\ which ensuei, the authorities claimed thet “Arabs: who: had 
Tushed to: the segne,of the explosion were fired at, three of them receiving 
injuries (Cairo Radio 23.9.), (Details of the explosion, the'extent of 
the rioting and.Jewish reaction are not: yet availables). i 


It is no wonder thet these recurrent outrages, coupled with 
nontel, ond physicnl suffering have undermined the morale of the Jews: 
and practically redueed them)to helplessness, As they wearily await their 
turn and wonder who will be the next wiotim, they retin a feeble!hope 
that they,may as yet have the good fortune to esoape from the country of 
their birth, never, to return, 


nal Discrimination; Sooi Law 


For the past few years. Egyptian nationalism has;rapidly grown 
and expanded; consequently the Jews have'been’ reduced to a state of 
being permanent hostages in Arsb hands. Up to the present the Jews held 
& supremoy in the economie field, which the new discriminating dews force 
them to relinquish, 


The Jewish middle classes fore no better than the rich business- 
men, The some deliberste policy is directed against the "whité-dollar" 
workers as thet against monbers of the bourgeoisie, and more openly 80+ 
The Custodian of Jewish Froperty offered “employment to Egyptian 
salesmen who have knowledge of French or Englieh" at the Chamla Freres 
Department Stores, owned by Jews. ‘The employment notice was published 
in the August newspapers. (Mossrs, Chamla had alwaye employed a large 
sunber of Jews), ‘The Custodian's notice, therefore, implica that most of 
the Jewish employees have either been interned or dismissed, The new Law 
on Societies will be used by the Egyptian government in support of dts 
attitude. This law provides that 75% of employces receiving at least 
65% of the total wages and 90% of the workers receiving at least 80% of 
the total wages mst be Ecyptians, 


It is a fect that mony Jews although born in Beypt are unable 
to obtain doounents establishing their nationality (being deliberately 
obstructed by officials of the Passports and Nationality Department). The 
bulk of the Jewish populstion is considered non-Bgyptian, although Artiole 
22 of the Nationality Law (27,2.1929) provides thet "a resident ia to be 
considered Egyptian until his nationality hes een formally praved,", 


Egyptian legal experts by means of skilful arguments heve 
succeeded to circumvent the chsrges that discriminations between Moslems 
and non-Moslems are made, It was argued that the above mentioned article 
22 could no longer be in force after the abolition (by the Montreaux 
Convention) Apyjtulations Regime (interpretation by Hamed Bey Zaki, 
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quiet an the surface, Though the police hal disonvered large 
quantities of arms ang! explosives in « Cairo suburb, the investigat- 
ions that followed were kert secret, and all thet appeared in the 

press was a flat denial by the drab Higher Executive of the rumour 

that the arms had been discovered in the.Mufti'!s house. Hassan el Danna, 
lender of the "Moslem Brothers", dnnied that his party had been involved 
in the anti-Jewish outrages of June and Aucust ("Ahram" 5,9.). Suoh 
denials are in thomselves a tacit admiesiin of guilt, 





It should be recalled that after the ricts of 2nd November 
1945, Hassan e Banna ao denied that the Brothers had taken port in 
or had been responsible for the riots, (In Cairo political circles, 
the 2nd of Noveuber 1945 wea referred to as. “fhe Moslem Brotherhood 
Day"). The general ‘opinidn of Egyptian Jewry 4s thot the "Moslem 
Brothers" are largely responsible for the recent anti-Jewish outrages, 


New outrage in Harot~ol-Yahud 


On the 22nd uf September 1948, several houses (at leost 
four) were blown up bya heavy explosion in the Cairo Jewish quarter 
Herat-al~Yaehud. - As a result of the explosion and the subsequent 
rioting, 27 people were killed and 62 injured (AP 22/25.9.48.). The 

lige went into action against the ricters, The quarter was cut off 
Ju? 22,9) except to officinl investigators, including Abdur-Rahman 
dénnar, Under Secretary of the Interior, Salim Zaki, Inspector-General 
of Poldee and Saber Dantawl, Heod of-Publde. Security (Cairo Radio 
2349+). The following day (23.9.), helmeted nolice in unusually 
large numbers were reported to be patrolling Cairo streets as an 
emergency mensure, Fifty policemen were placed at the entrance to 
the Jewish quarter; 17 Jews Helped them identify those who asked 
for admission’ (AP 23.9.). 


The way this outrage was perpetrated nnd all the attendant 
circumstances resemble those of the Harat~cl-Karayine explosions in 
the sane district in June 1948 (see special issuc No. 6.). The same 
Line\iof policy as on' that occasion was:now adopted by. the Eyyptian 
authorities: that of dccusing the Jews themselves of having committed 
the outrage, t 


An official spckesnan stated thet about three hours before 
the explosion two Jews had been seen emerging from the Jewish quarter 
each carrying  sackfull of explosives. They had been arrested by the 
police end detained, ‘Investigations indicated, the spokesmen soid, 
that “inhabitants of the Jewish querter, fearing a police search of 
their hotises, were attempting to get rid of the explosives and arms in 
their possession, end that presumably one of them was removing. the 
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Henri Curiel 
Heaechiel Ibrehim Meatalon 
(Bourse Eeyptienne 13.8.) 


Soolété Industrielle au Moyen Orient 
Rehmin Devii, Tt, Seid. 
(P.B+ 2bsBe) 


de Gattegno  ("ihram" 27,8.) 
eta., eto, 


It should be gmphasiged that Noqrashi Pasha, Premier and 
Finenee Minister, issued the sequestration orders on Jewish proporty 
under Martie] Low, whioh provides for the sequestration of the property 
of “oersons interned or ynder survedllcnce’. This ia tantamount to 
admitting that the sequestration is illegal under normal Rayptian 
constitutional aw, let alone international law. Several Jews whose 
property was placed in custody are of foreigmmationality, What will 
deoone of Jewish property under on Exyptian éustodian may well be 

@ imgined. The stote of permonent) chaog reigning in government departments 

in Exypt is well known; the ilinistry of Finance is an outstanding 
example of incompetent und inefficient administration, 





Au a foreteste of what the future held in store, 4t was 
announced in the oresa that dndennities for loss of life and property 
goused by Terneld nir-raids would be paid out of sequestrated funds 
(Bourse Exyptienns" 20.7.), "AKlur~Sa'n" (11,8,) suggested that the 
Egyptian policemen guarding Jevish promises against looting shoulda. be 
remunerated jut of the same funds, The paper claimed thet in Cairo 
alone 4,000 policemen wore engaged in such guard duties. 








‘Tila is certoinly « deliberate lie, Police stood on guard 
after the rioting ani locting took place, only intervening at a 
later stage so ns not to lose control entirely. 


It is quite pbvious thet the Egyptian government 4s pursuing 
a deliberaté polioy aimed at dislocating Jewish trade and economy. ‘The 
greater pert of the persons whose property has been sequestrated have 
e no connection whatsoever with Zioniem and the Egyptian authorities are 
certainly not in good faith when they label them "Zionists", 


Arms Discovery 


There are no indications in the Egyptian press thst any 
further drrests of Jews wore mide from August on, It seems that the 
suthorities gave up making mass-arrests because of the administrative 
work involved, Up to the 22nd of Sentember things anpeared relatively 
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Boiss x 
In the meentime, Mr, Hillel Storch, Executive menber of the 
World Jewish Congress, called the attention of Count Bernadotte and 
lir. O'Conner, Chairman of the League of the Red Cross Societies, to the 
eritical position of the Jews in Arab oountries. He urged the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies to intervene immediately with the Arab 
governments. 
Jewish property placed in custody 
Mr, Storch's appeal remained without response, The Egyptien 
governnent reverted to ite enti-Jewish poldey, plocing mre Jewish 
concerns under custody, os listed hereund 
Darnet Bros. & Burkhard Ltd. (itexeniria) 
Adbert Guetta Ltd, 
Moyer Moaitich au 
Jacques Sharbit " 
Marao Hosseri ® 
Wolf Horowits a 
Beno Levi * @ 
Mayer Shinshala " 
Leon Rosenthal x 
Emilio Levy ei 
("Assep" 6.9., "Ahram" 13.9.) 
(The finnnoiel assets of the above mentioned firms my be estimated at 
‘an eagregate emount of several hundred thousand pounds. Ed,). 
During the first period (15th May to 30th August), Jewish 
Assets sequestrated by the Egyptian government had amounted to many 
millions of pounds, ‘Those inoluded the property and funda of:- 
Société d'avances Comorciales 
Soodété Anonyme des Drogueries 4'Bgypte 
JeH, Peren & Coy 
JH. Perez 
Levi Peres 
Maurice Cohen, Aiministrator of Chamla Préres 
Alfred Lichtenthal e 


("Progrés Bgyptien" 11.7.) 


Chanila Fréres (large Jewish Department Stores) 
(PB. 12.72) 


Marcel Messiqua, Alexandria 
Jacques Abdu Shama, Tonta 
Aslan Berukh, Tanta 
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Measures against Jews resumed after short lull 


A series of articles have been published in Ecyptian 
Rewspepers denying the reports that appeared in the world press of 
il1-troatmont end masencres of Jews, These reports were the result 
® of & gampaign leunched by foreign correspondents whioh caused the 
Egyptian government serious concern, “/khbar-al-Yom" (14.8,), the 
sond-officinl woekly, omitted “minor incidents" but described the 
reports in the foreign press as "Zionist lies". 





Letters received from Jews who succeeded in escaping from 
Egypt confirm that the Jewish community is living in oonstant for 
and anxiety. A report in “Conbat" (September '48) stressed the fact 
that Bure da eolelly Jews, do not leave their homes, if they 
oon help 4t, especially ofter dark, Cinemas and other places of enter- 
tainment patronised by Jews nnd foreigners were empty and some of the 
better-olnosa cabarets had consequently closed dow, 





‘The leaders of the Jewish commnity have always endeavoured 
to ourry favour with the authorities ond to appease the mob. It is no 
wonder that a policy sf weakness: such as thie has been exploited to the 
full, Every net of submission dnevitably brought new appeasement in its 
wake, Thus, a donation to the Soldier's W 1fare Fund would bring a 
request for a contribution to the areb Refugees Fund. Chief Rabbi Haym 

£ Nohum Effendi even urged the Jewish commnity to contribute townris the care 

of Arab refugees (Nebs 11.9448). 





& short lull followed (most probably by order of the authorities, 
in order to substantiate their allegation that "the so-called anti-Jewish 
incidents had been grossly exaggerateda",) During this period 14 Jewish 
internses of French nationelity were set free after reiterated protests 
ty the French Government, 
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* MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
MIDDLE EAST DIVISION 


26th August, 1948. 


\) ARAB WORLD’ AFPAIRS 
No.6 


” \ specssy Temue 


The Bituetion of the Jews in Egypt, after Mey 15, 1948. 


The following report is comiled from infornation published 

in the Dgyption press, ané from the scarce news reports cmonnting 
y fron foreign correspondents in Cairo. It should be fent 
in mind that news censorship was imposed in Egypt.on May 13, 1948. 














s. On May 13, 1948, 2 Royal Decree imposed martial law over cll 

£ Egyptian Moneta: and sppointed Mehmid el Nograshi Pasha, 
gyptian Promier, ae militery governor, enjoying for all intonts 

purposes, unlinited powers, Thereupon, Nograshi issued several decrees 

which came into effect on May 15. Those included consorship on 

incoming, outgoing and internal mail, telograph and telephone 

mnien tions, wireless nessages, ote. Tho Unfor-Socretary for the 















istry of Interior, Abeul Rahmen Aaner, wes eppointed Director of 
hin; Abed Mortads 21 Mareghi (at thet time the Dircetor of 
Public curity) wes “ace military governor for the Cairo Zono,(1-ter 


repleced by Puce Shirine); Abdul Khelck Hnesune, military governor 
for the Suoz Conal Jono; and Live Ahnné Solem, military governor for 
tho fronticr sroas 











» the Italian Sehool Buildi in 
rv wealthy Itclicw rosidents), 
Communist suspects (ibic.). 








15, indiseriminate crrosts of Jews heve token place 
néric and the Suez Canal Zonc. Tho first Inrgo-senle 
p’of Jowa bogen on Moy 15 xt 03.00 Cairo timc. Soc of the 
estod had bcen placed under sceret police suporision scvoral 
Imost 211 of thon were undor 35 ond hed boon more 
nvolved in, or suspected of pro-Zionist or pro-Coximunist 
aetivitics. The arrests were made on basis of lists proparct before- 

vy tho Politicnl Burosu (Ahren 14-16/5). A largo number of 
Bgyptien “Moslon) Communists wore also caught in the round-up. 
British, Italien, Prench nnd other forcign residents of Jowish faith, 
were amongst those who were interned. 














According to French official soweos, quoted by the 
newspaper "Lo Monde" , 17 French natio, 1s wore arrestod have 
becn cotninot since May 16. In August thoy started 5 hungor-str: 
in protest, but gave it up on pressure from the French Legation 
aa Other sources indiente thet the British Anbassador in Ceiro 

otestec to the Ecyptian Poreign Minister at the arrost of 
British citizens. 
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During the 24 hours which followed tho ¢ccleration of nor 
low, 1000 Jews including 160 girls, were arzestce in Ceiro; 116 
Aloxendrias (141 including-26 girls according to Ahrem 19.5); snd 40 
in Port-Scic (Misri 16.5.).\ On the fos until 3 
2t lecst 1000 other Jews — necor res 
the Arsbie press- were arrested in Eeyoth were put in 
internment emps (nsostly in the Huckstep Desert, 15 miles from Cniro 
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1 rin); the girls wore interncd 
er strong police guard, 



















cetenticon cen3s un¢ 


ecsures resulting fron this martial lew onc 
drectly,:the noct. fortant-is thé onc putting: 
under govcrnnent custo¢y(Art.I of Proclenstion 
officinlly epplies to those who are interned 
Subsequently the order tenced + 
Jews presently residing (even tenpercrily) in 
orter also splice to societics and con: i 
bers resifes in Palestine (Joumel ¢'3kypt 
























ion ¢ situstién since ? 
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Polest: 

tex po-like stnos’ 

© country. rt fron the regulsr police rount-uns, 

prrestec an¢ their houses senrchec on basis of dcnun- 

unfouncee. suspicions, silly pretoxts anc often without ony 
S it suited any policezan in tho strect, 








t new sctbacks to the 
by waves of onti-Jewis 


terror, 












folloy are but c few quotations fron the foily 
which revorts regularly cbout crrests cf Jews, Under the 
erous cl it states: 














Fossengers ino train, who were discussing the Palestine question 
henged 2 lacy=pasconcer 9 the police r 
up in fcvour of icniste" (ihren 20.5.}. 













uu: 
j beceuse she hac 5: 
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"On his way 











interned 
i euty crrestec n the 
police sca house, Zionist (Ahren 
Te House Hotel. 
ifter bei ernuent comps" (A) 










2 e station, i 
uses wore scerche 
penphiets. Both non wer 
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It is of cours to state, if these pross’ reports 
corrcapone to fects. It is very doubtful, however, whethor they 









wore publishe¢ only for propagand= purposcs, in an endecyour to 
appease public oft es been continuously hepnet u> by 





ntec cntivJewish canpaign 





Rich began long before Novenber 29 











Egypticn students of Jewis 
wzerlane (ebcut 30), wore 
Winistry of Ecucction “to 
Paes Saad 
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2 ly the blowing up of Jewish- 
, the sequestration of Jcwish proporty an’ the riots 
deg in Cairo betwoon the 1] ant the 2¢th of July (sec below), 
lienc to the stitn that the Jcws of Ngypt live in fonr uncer 
persenent thre t cf incisericincto'nrrests, or of a0b violence which 
i eninnser their lives anc br portica, 
1 ther fore, thet aircnty in Junt, storice of Jews 
€ in the prose 18 & 24.6 

hs Ji Hh tit 
to tho icier's Yeifare Func, 
(June 21), "Jews in Esypt hevo been con 
enzious Proof of their oppositio 
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tho J Heo. 000 GE 000 
IZ te he TBs, Pata) to Rgypticn-Soldicr's Func 
“'B, (26.6,) spproxinrtcly 1000 L. were 
in Port Seid. 


cing 
ned by thé Jewish 






situstion, however, still worsencé efter Junc. Tt is 

% Jowe ccnfince thensclvos in thoir hones, cut of fos 
8, who hac’ to love their hones wore crosscs to cs 
(Al Ayan 11,8.), 
















stores 


= On dunc 20, atdnwn, twelve houscs in the Harat 21 ire 
2401 Yolud (Jewish Quarter) in Iusky, in 
the Kersyite sect - wore blown up as 2 result of tw 
fron Charges of golingite. 44 Jews, including siany 
wonon, were Killed and acre than’55 severely injured, 
eige uncer tho debris. The Ezy: nuthoritics , 
on yress, tric to sceusc the Jews the 
port by the Director of the Fire Deport 
to the It Snigtry of Interior conclucet that the explosives h 
"co the houscs by, the tonente (Hisri 21.6., Ah : 
.C'E, 23.6, oné BYE, 20,7.), Police investig-tisns provee frauiti 
ore than’one month sfter the outrage the Parquet elessifice 
na one of “honieide without pronetitetion by unknown poopie" (shre 
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=, On duly 6th, high oxvlosiv sLiti wore acei“o: 
fount nocr the Sucen Government's Agency in Towfiq Strect 
siyes were Cismantlod, that 













s the target. Te foct.remeins howov 
Jowish-ownee trug-stores "Al Heyst" sro 1: 
(ahrea 8,7.). In its issue 9: 
1 to report +H 
c bocn placca 


+ tho. 
tec in 
the srovious cry, 

“investigntors believe thet 
nere by Zionist 
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Bane javisnerenas Creer 

cet. About 500 shops, incluc 
niinges. Three neopi 

The air-rrii 
Police co 





by y surferct 
Panic cnsued. 
































+ tho oxplosion wns causct by on 

published lengthy reports stating 

ostile plane, " ‘itnesscs" accuse 

ve flas* eC signels to tho 
(Be wes 





4herefore , 
inf been cropped by 
by 






Wae consequently arrested 
120 & 22,7.), It is worthwilo nent. 
the fornor Under y of the Ministry 
he director of Cicurel Stores, i Not 
s08e¢ the conclusions of the cfficinl on 

€ boon placed outsid ae builcing 
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a plane xe generally belicved" 
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28.7. 1948 at 7 p.m 
res 2lfi Bey 
2innted on the first 3 


B, Jows wore 
tes stores, 


10,000 pounds revert wae offence 
the or est the culprits (P.B. 2.8.). 
Govern=ent's nitituze was apparently cue to the 
growing unc-sinoss in ofticial quarters folicwin, 
city’s ccon (or es 5 result of warning 
ropresentstives of 7: ign Governnents, 


Pho anti-Jewish an¢ enti-Foreigner incidents 





t sccns to have deen per: 
to prevon blicotion of news on onticJewish 
ineicents. 
nog + 
nb excesses is to bo found in the 3ey a3 
for s naive resort in "Akra 
mblic order scussed at a necting botw 
uier, the Under Scorctery of Ministry cf Interior, 
Public Sceurity an? the Governer of 


Fesult of the be: 
ir ele! on duly 15.. Th eon 


horities, in 

their endeavour to er stversion Gf public eens Fy 
pessive in the ince of the tisturbences, 
Cncoursgee the furious obs. At ell cvents they sous 
the oxeesses comist The Attorney Genera 

er (sse below), oxplaince thet ae ettack on Tene 
tine when the Bgyntion popaletion 4 
conditions t i 


¢ first inéic-tions of the 


through e dispatch bg B Megning ten 


between the 
pout regrett: 
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ing nogrors ogninst J 


og #8, there is no x irate information 
ngcin, because of th 


severe conscrship proyniling in Egypt) execpt 
for the news publisho” in the French press (Combat, ‘ugust 12, Le ffonce 
13.€,, Prence-Soir 17,8.) snd in the Pross Release No.3 cate? 4th 
“gust, of the Isrecli Press anc Infcrmetion Office. 














The reftesse rovorls thet "on Tuescoy July 20th, in Unlike Peridn 
rgconé organised of Egyntinns crageed the veople fron 

sys~ fll 8 wore robbec. Those suspected of being 

rest cruclty; scge were surcerec; sono 

digg onc sone blinded. Tho next corning thro¢e Rabbis 

in Cairo slaughter house. It ie csti=ntec - tho 

relense goes on to soy,-thet 150 Jews wore killed o= (isespenred a 
“ curing the attacks. At losst 120 were br: 


< sn unknown muaber to Govern-cnt # 
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t is not possible to cscertain whether the facts nentioned in 





the rolerse sre over-rnte¢, Sone confirn-tion is now evedinble through 
in Frenee-Scir (sublishee in Prris) of 17.8.48., which sporke 


cnec in Cairo enc blancs tho 5; 








gusted Israeli Press Roloese stntes in acviton thet 
% intervene to stop the ing. This is fully 
énoricen protest to Ezypt o 
te Dopertneent Note to Esypt cemmnded a full cxplan-tion 
thet certain voliee officers hac been unwilling to intervene". 
a-ninst "totally unwnrrantec one inoxpliceble cfforts 
Inne’ fron cormunicnting with the 4 n Enbassy 
(U.P. 27.7.). i Router cospetch publishoe in the "Con: 
ily Moil" (15.8.), brings snothor confirmstion nbout tho Zeyrticn 
vernzont's responsibility an¢ the in‘ifforonec of the = 
connection with the anti-Jwish oné anti-forcimor Cisturbenccs. 
o ceapetch ronds-s follow: 
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2 Cairo intieste 
orcigner ccnp 
ce by the press t 
wenr hots. It wes 3 
ficiel circles in >n he Egyptian Govern: powers uncer 
of aioge coe 15 tc censor the press, anc 
to exercise * restraining influence on these inci toxon’ 
5 boon y one French officiel connentod, 
toke the site of the ruffiens whon a forcignor T 
The anti-Jowish »ross canpaign cor: 
ions, howewor, 0 i 


here is ni 
atthe netiv 

violence @ 
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ucc in .ugust. 
sturbences ond it 3 

the govornuent now wii ejor incidents. The seri-of: 
"Ahren" (3,8.)cevotes an ocitoriel to concenn terrorisn enc 8 tros: 
that Egypticns were nlso sriongst the victins of terror. 
On the other hand the police started to consicer scrivusly 
necessity of preventing the recurronccs of Th 
a'Egy>te" (12,8.) rovenls thet the Egyptian police "*iscovoret t 
of srs end oxplosivos in Cairo suburbs. It adfs thet infornetion 
gathered concerning the recent explosions in Ceiro have brought scrious 

Ir to beer ons high Arab personzlity, living in :e Cciro 
suburb (apzcrontly the Mufti Ee.). er sign of chance in 

ernnent's -ttituce is 2 he foot thet tho military 
ernor has abrogated the ing the rroporty of Levy 

& weelthy Jow (B.2, 2.8). Yet, it shoul¢ not be inferroc thet 





























































f the Jews Srovec On the it to be 
1st tho fenbers of the Jowish community will continue 
teced in the honés of the local eu s long 8 











conflict betwoon Jows end 














InNIs3 TOR FOREIGH APPAIRS 1. 10. 1948, 
Cle East Division 








ALD: AFFAIRS 
Novis” 


Jue citustion of tho Jews in’ Suypt 





ov of articles lished in Zgyptian 
 fonying the re: ared in the World prone 
jont ang mar Tiese reports wore 

f paign lnuncheée 5 ig foreign eorrcapondents which 
ey) govermicnt serious concern, “Alchbar-al-Yom" 
EC “fcocFieiad weekly, acmitted ainor incidonts* tt 
3 "Zionist lios." 





Git.), «ite 


the reports in the foroign pross 





Letters rocoived fron Jows who succecded in escaping fron 

Deypt confirm that tho Jowish community is living in constant fcar 
oty. A report in "Coubat" (Soptanbor 148) utrosscd the 

+ Burovoans, osvociclly Jews, Co not leave thoir homos, 
1f thoy can holy it, ospociclly after do. Cinonac and other 
Places of entortainnent patronisod by Sane forcigners wore 
empty and sbric of tho bettor-clase cabarote hed consequently 
eloved down, 









Tho leaders of the Jewieh comunity heave always onconvoured 
to curry favour with the authoritics and to appease the nob, It 
ig no wonder that a policy of woalmess such as this has been 
exploited to the Mull. Avery act of subaission inevitably brought 
now apyeasoment in ite wake, ‘Thus, 2 conatf{on to the Solcier's 
Welfaro “und would bring = request ‘for 2 contritution to the Arab 
Refugoce Tunc, Chief Rabbi ayn Nohun Zffondi oven urged the 
Jowish co ae to contribute towarcs tho caro of Arab rofugeee 
(Nebs 11.9.43, 


A short lull followed (most probably by order of the 
authorities, in order to substantiate thoir allegation that ‘the 
go-callod anti-Jewish incidents had been crossly oxaggorated", 
During thio poriod 14 Jowish intcrnces of Fronch nationality were 
got froo ater roiterated protests by the Trench Governnont. 
(Combat" 1.9.). 





In the monntine, ir,lillel Storch, Executive member of the 
World Jowish Congress, called the attention of Count Bernadotie 
and Mr. O'Connor, Chairtuan of the League of the Rec Cross Societics, 
to the criticcl position of tho Jows in Arab countries, He urged 
the Red Cross and Rod Crescent Societies to intervone immed ately 
with the Arab governnents, 


Jewish property placec in custocy 


Mr.Storch's appecl reiined without resyonse. The Beyptian 
government reverted to its 2nti-Jowish policy, placing more 
Jewish concerns under custoéy, as listed hereunder:— 























ar 


Barnet Bros. & Burkhard Ltd. (Alexancria) 
Albert Guetta Dtc. " 

Mayor Mocitich " 

Jacques Sharbit « 

Hereo 
Wolf Horowitz % 
Zeno Levi 
Veyer Shirishala : 
Leon Rosenthal 2 
Eailio bevy * 








(“Assas" 6.9.,"Ahren" 13,9) 


(Me financiel assets of the above mentioned firms may be’ estimated 
at an egeregnte enount of several hunérec thousand pounds. Z.). 
During the first seriod (15th Mny to 30th August), Jewish 
agsets sequestrated by the Izyptian governuent hac amounted to many 
sillions ef pounds. These included the property and funds of:- 








Societe ¢'Avances Comerciales 
Societe Anonyme des Drocueries a' 
dJll.Ferez & Co. 
d.H.Perez 
Levi Perez 
Maurice Cohen, Acninistrator of Chania Treres 
Alfred Lichtenthel 

Stores 


Chanla Freres (large Jewish D 
P.z. 12.7.) 


Marcel Messiqua Alexanéria 
Jecques Abu Shaxila Tanta 
Aslan Darul " 

Elie Salin Nassi 


Henri Curicl 
Hezechiel Ibrahin Mstelon 





sypte 


devption" 11.7.) 








21 Kobra 
" 9.8.) 





(BourseRgyptienne 13.8) 
Societe In¢ustrielle du iloyen Orient 

Relusin David - Pt. Said ro 

- $ (2. 2. 24.8.) 


A.Gattegno ("Ahren" 27. 8.), 
etc., etc. 





It should be enphasized that Nograshi Peshe, Premier and 
Finance Winister, issued the sequestration orders on Jewish 
property under Martial Inw, which provides for the sequestration 
of the property of “persons interned or under surveillance," 
Tils 4s tentanount to tting that the sequestration is illegal 
under norsal Esyntian constitutional law, let alone international law. 
Several Jows whose vroporty was placed in oustocy are of forcign 
nationality. What will becone: of Jewish prozerty under an Egyptian 
custodian nay well be inecined. The stete of jerienent chaos 
reigning in government covartuents in Eeynt is well lmown; the 
Ministry of Finance is an outstanding exanple of incompetent and 
inefficient acninistration, 














4s a foretaste of what the future held in store, it wos 
announced in the press 1] mnities loss of life ané property 
gausee by Isracli air-raits would be mil out of sequestrated funds 
(Bourse Egyptienne" 20. 7.).  "AkhatreSa’a" (11.8.) suggested that 
the Egyptian policenen marding Jewish proiiscs against looting show 
be remunerated out of the sane funds. The paper claincd that’ in 
Cairo alone 4,000 police:en were engaged in such guaré cuties. 




















Peet los, 


Mis is certainly a ccliberate lic. Police stood on 
guard after the rioting an¢ looting took place, only 
riorvoning At a lator wiage'so ad not to dose contre? anviroly. 


It is quite obvious that tho Egyptian government is pursuing 
deliberate policy aincd at Cielooating Jewish trade and econony. 
ie Greater ert of the persons whose property has been sequostratod 
have no connoction whatscovor with Zionisn and the = 

authorities are certainly not in ood faith when thoy Fabel then 
"Zionists" 


Arns Discovery 


There are no indications in the Egyptian press that any further 
arrests of Jews wore nace fro: <ugust on. It seens that the 
authoritios gave up naking moss-arrests because of the aduinistrativo 
work involved. Up to the 22n¢ of September things appeared relatively 
quiet on the surface Though the police had discovered large 
quantities of arne os ives in a Csiro suburb, the investigations, 





that followed wore kept secret, and all that appeared in the press 
was a flot cenial by the rab Higher Bxooutiye of tho runour that tho 
gras hed boon Ciscoverod in the “ufti's house, Hassan ol Banna, 
loader of the "Moslom Brothers", cenied that his party had been ° 
involved in the anti-Jewish outrages of June and Auquet: (Ahran 5.9 
Such conials sre in thoreelvos 2 tacit adiission of guilt. 


It shoulé be reeallet that efter the riots of 2nd Novonber 1945, 
Haasan ol Banna also denice that to Brothers had taken part in 
or had bean recponsivle for ‘he riots. (In Cairo political circlos, 
the 2nd of Nevenbor 1945 was referred to es "the Mosler 
Brotherhood © cencral opinion of Icyptian Jewry is that the 
"Moalen Drothere" cre lareely responsible for the rooant cnti—Jewte! 
outrages. 


New outrage in Harat- 


On the 22uc of Septenbdor 1948, several houses. (at least four) 
were blown up by a honvy oxplosion {n the Cairo Jewish quarter 
Harat-al-Yahud. As c result of tho explosion end the subsequent 
rioting, 27 poople wore \:illoc ané 62 injured (AP 22/25.9.48.). 

Tho polles Wont into action against the rioters. the quarter ‘was 
cut off (AP 22,9.) excont to official investizators, including 
Abdur-Rahiian jmar, Uncer Seerctary of the Interior, Solin Zaki, 
Inspector-Cenoral of Police anc Saber Tantawi, Head’ of Public 
Seourity(Cniro Ratio 23.9.). Tho following day (23.9.), helneted 
police in unusually larjo mmbore were reported to be petrolling 
Cadro ctroots es an oaoroncy jeasure. Fifty poldcenen wore plocat 
at the ontrance to owish quarter; 17 Jews holped thon identify 
thoge who asked for acnission (4? 23. z 








md 


























The way this outrace was verpetrated anc all the attendant 
circunstances reseible those of the Harat-cl-Iarayime oxplosions in 
the sane district in Junc 1948 (see specidl issue No.6, ‘The satie 
line of policy as on that occasion was now adopted by the Ecyptian 
authorities: that of accusing the Jews themselves of having comitto’ 
the outrace. 


4n official spokesuan stated that about three hours before 
the explosion two Jews hac Loen seon emerging from the Jewish 








quarter cach earryinz 2 sagk:l of oxplosives. Thoy had beon 
arrested by the pelice anc Cetained. Investigations indicated, the 








spokestian said, that “inhabitonts he Jowish quarter, fearing a 
police search of their houses, were attempting to cet rid of the 
explosives and cris in their Sopscssion, and that preeunably one of: 
then wae renoving the explosives which doused the explosion. "(AP 23.94). 
lanation of the riots which ensued, the authorities clained 
that "Arabs who lia¢ rushed to the scene of the explosion were fired 
at, three of then receiving injuries(Cairo Radio 23.9,), (Dotaila of 
the explosion, the oxtent of the rioting and Jewish reaction are not 
yot available’), 


It is no wonder that these recurrent outrages, coupled with 
nentel and physical suffering havo under ined tho morale of tho 
Jews and practically reduced tho to he’ essness, As they weerily 
wait their turn and wonder who will bo the next viotin, thoy retain 
% fooble hope thnt they may as yet have the good’ fortune to oscaye 
from the country of cir birth, never to returns 


Notional Diserdizination; Sociotics Lew 


Tor the past fow years Bryptian notdonalien has rapidly grown 
and exyanied; consequently the Jews have been reduced to a stato 
of being permanent hostacos in Arab hanes, Up to the present the 
Jows held a supernacy in the cconomic ficla,' which the new ~ 
Gisorininating laws force thei to relinquish. 


Tho Jewish riiddlo olassos fare no better than the rich 
businessmen. The saiie deliberate policy is Cirectod against the 
white-collar" workers as that ou st so1-bera of the bourgeoisie, 


sains 
€ tore oponly so. The Custocian of Jowish Property offerod 


ploynont to Tg yp tinn gelesen who have knowledge of 
Trench or EnglicH" at the Charla Proros Dopartient Stores, owncd by 
Jews, ‘The exploynont notice was sublished in the August nowpapors. 
Qiessrs.Canmla had always cuployec a largo nunber of Jows). Tho 
Gustodian's notice, tierofore, inplies that moet’ of tho Jowish 
ouployees have either beon interned or dismissed. The now Zaw on 
Societies will bo uscd by tho Teyptian covernnent in support of 
ite attitude, This low >rovic at 75% of employces receiving at 
lenst 65% of the tote] waves ané 90% of the workers receiving xt loast 
80% of the total wages mu be Ecyntians. 


It 4s a fact that nany Jows although born in Egypt aro 
unable to obtain coounents establishing their natiohality( bein: 
Coliborately obstructed by officials of the Passports ant, Nationality 
Depertuent). The bulk of the Jowish pomwlation is considerod non- 
igyptian, althouch Article 22 of the Nationality Law (27.2,1929) 
provides that "o ronident ia to be considered Egyntien until his 
nationality has been formally proved." 


Igyptian legol exporte by means of skilful arguments have 
succectod to cirounvent the charzes that disorinino tion, betweon 
Moslons and non-Mosleus arc wade. It wes argued that the above- 
qentioned Article 22 cou’ we longer vo Ln fauge of tor the abolition 

Y tho Montreaux Convention) Capi talationst an 
Doy Zaki,lecturor on Intorpational Ia 
Srocres Uayntion 13.11.47.). Trot.Zeki's whew wos accepted by the 
gyptian Governnent. “.ccordingly, an evylicant who cannot produce 
He mecsssary Gocuuonts to prove his nationality could satiety 1 
authorities by his "nouon, fana, troctus", 
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i by Prof.Andre Boye,’ Denn 
Cairo - Procres Rxyption 13.11.47. 
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On Novenber 24, 1947, an Egyptian delegate to the United Nations 
General Assembly stated before the Ad Hoc Committee on Palestine that "no 





force on earth cen prevent blood from flowing in Palectine if the United 
Nations decides to amputate a part .,, to ostablich a Jewish State," and 
warned the Committee that it was "playing vith the lives of 1,000,000 
Jews who are now living peacesbly in Arab countries.” 
In the year since these voré vere spoken, the vorld has seen 
Blood flow in Palestine, and, in spite of the best efforts of the Egyptian 
. J delegate's King, has seen the establishment of the Jewish State. But the 
world knovs very little of what thet year has trought to the 1,000,000 
Jews in Arab countries, In this report, we attempt to describe the lot of 
75,000 of then, the members of Egypt's Jewish community, 
Until the middle of Nay, 1948, Egypt's Jews enjoyed a position 
of honor and decent prosperity. In spite of sporadic incidents lke the 













burning of a synagogue in 1945, end the Sturmer-like propaganda of extrem~ 
ist organizations such as the Moslem Brotherhood, anti-Semitism did not 







appear to be a national vice of Egypt and the Jewish conmmnity as a whole 






e feUt secure and confident of its future there. That security and confid- 





ence have been utterly destroyed. The Jews of Egypt now find themselves 





the victims of » modern version of the oppression visited upon their 






ancestors in the days before the Exodus. 


The anti-Semitism prevailing in Egypt has so thoroughly permeated 
all aspects of life that it is difficult to describe it systematically, 









Moreover, the troud distiaction we have made for purposes of exporition 
between “officiel” and "popular manifestations is arbitrary, since 
govermvmtul inspiration and mess reaction are in fact merged ine 


horrible web of public and private inhumanity. 


b 3 


Offieiel Massures: 


By Law No. 73 of 1948, enacted on May 13, King Farouk was 
authorined to declare martial lav (etat de stege) in order to "guarantee 
the seourity of the Igyptian Armies and to insure their supplies and the 
protection of their means of commmication end other questions bearing 


upon their movamonts ond military operations outside of the Kingtom of 


Egypt" (fx. 1). On the samo day, the King issued a docree establishing 


partial Lew from Mey 15 on, and conferring extracrdinezy powore upon 
Mahmoud Tahny E1 Nokrashi, President of the Council of Minieters (Ex, ade 
on Nay 25, Nokrecht, thas invested with plenary powers, deaued 
several prosianations, the first three of which established censorship 
in the strictest and most pervasive forme Other proclamations on the 
fifteenth and euccesding nyo provided, among other thingsy Lor requisi- 
tioning of property, for prolongation of completed poriods of military 
torrice, for registration of all telegraphs, telephones, and radios, 
and for the establishment of courts martial (Ex. 3). 
Such measures, vhile confirming the general atmosphere of 
snorgeney created by the Gevernnent's dectetan to enter into the Palestine 
enyaden, vere porbups to be mepsotort © wal accompauiuenty of wiiitary 


moWilinetion. On May 25, 194%, however, 4 program of further measures 














SRATOMARY OOF Udlis “AWUY OU ADSELBOD Us LmWNIWVOU 689 YU uevuiriy Vouwyseus 


Wrolktte Yo esmemtnsquozes Lumion as butcsco ud of aqartteq ste: ytytaqnes 


Sowrawon todiqt Yo meTyo%g & «revevod (BACL 2S YAM a0 .noldosti om 


TROON mY Ustia 





WIRY OF NOSKLOOD UTiMUIVVOL OMe Yu vevuu'il 








Se uuMom tedsTUE Yo MeT{OR w yrevOVed {BALL 8S YAM 2 .wol sos tiddom i. ) 











mates 


was begun which, although purporting also to be an incident of the etat 
de siege, appear beyond dispute to have been anti-Jewish in conception 
and which, in any event, were in fact applied, with very few exceptions, 
only to Jews. 

Proclamation No, 23 of May 25, for example, provided that no one 
"even if the holder of a passport" could leave Egypt without a special 
exit visa obtainable from the Ministry of Interior (Ex. 4). For several 
weeks after this proclamation went into effect, no Jews at all were 
Permitted to leave Egypt, while at the same time permission was being 
obtained with relatively little difficulty by non-Jews in like ciroun- 
stances. The ban was applied to Jews regardless of their nationality, 
and in spite of the protests of various foreign consular offices in Egypt. 
It ie believed, however, that the relaxation which took place in the 
enforcement of this measure in July and August is attributable in large 
part to diplomatic representations on behalf of Jewish nationals of 
foreign countries. As yot, there has not been a renewal of the extreme 
stringency of the first weeks, but Proclamation No, 52 of September 26, 
by transferring jurisdiction over infractions of the lavs on illegal 
ontry and departure to courts mertiel sets an ominous tone in this field 
(Bx. 5). 

Proclamation No, 23 was followed quickly by two companion pieces, 
Proclamation No, 24 of May 28, generally confirmatory of pre-existing 
law, narrowly limited the amount of money, securities, and jewelry which 
could be taken out of Egypt without special authorization, and directed 
that in no case could authorization be given for an aggregete amount 


exceeding four thousand Egyptien pounds (Ex. 6). Moreover, it provided 















aii 





that everyone carrying out jewelry must post a bond guaranteeing the 
return of the particular articles to Bgypt within a year, Proclama~ 
tion No. 25 of May 30 placed comprehensive controls upon transfers of 





funde to the Sudan whether through banking transactions or othervise 

(ox, Ne Bison Rgyytien polioy bad elveys emphaxined Uhe wochoaie Late- 
gration of the Sudan with northern Egypt, and had denied the purported 
autonony of the Sudan under its new constitution, this differentiation 
of the Sudan vas apparently the cause of political embarrasament to the 


Government. 



















Nokrachi Pasha found it necessary to append to the proclama~ 


tion an official note explaining that the measure was neo 





ary because 

. ] "certain persons" hoped it vould be possible "to transfer their property 
more easily from tho Sudan to a foreign country than if it remained in 
Egypt." Proclamations No, 23 and No, 24 both provided that any property 
or funds transferred in contravention of their terms vould be administra~ 
tively confiscated, and both established prinon terms and fines for 
violations, 

Even 4f these measures had not been directed primarily against 

Jews, it 4s clear that it 4s upon Jews that they fell with the most 
crushing impact, They bring to a tragic fruition the prophesy of the 

e Egyptian delegate to the United Nations, that Jews in Egypt would be 
hosteges. IAving among @ populace poisoned by a fanatic belief in a holy 
war egainst Jews, actually terrorized and in a constant state of fear 
that new terrors will break out, Jews are not even given the small 
sustenance of the hope of flight. Quite aside from the exit restrictions 
on their persons and goods, it is clear that only a small percentage of 


the 75,000 Jews could, without financial assistance from their brethren 








or fron abrond, find the mney needed for resettling in a new country, 
The edded requirement of a special exit visa and the limitations on 
removing funds from Egypt eliminate mass exodus as a nractical possi- 
bility for the Egyption Jewish comunity under present circumstances, 
The numbers of Jews who have left Egypt since the Government receded 
from dts intttal period of denying exit visas to Jews without excep- 
tion is negligible. For the generality of Jews in Egypt, there is an 
unrelieved sense of imprisonment, Even illegal flight is impossible, 
since the Egyptian frontiers are either at the sea or at the boundaries 
of countries in which a Jewish refugee could expect no succor. 
Economically, the position of the 75,000 Jews in Egypt was until 
recently relatively strong. Preponderantly anall shopkeepers’ and clerks, 
but also dn high proportions in the liberal professions, commerce, and 
industry, they enjoyed, by reference to Middle Eastern norms, a good 


standard of living, Except for a small number, not in excess of 4,000, / 














who were aided by the remainder of the conmntty, extrene poverty was | 
unknown to thom, Two governmental measures havo suddenly shattered 
thei= economic security, have already made many indigent, and promise, if 
their indfcate course continues, to reduce the entire Jewish popuiation 
to @ state of economic destitution, 

The first is the so-called Company Law, Lot No. 138 Ge 1947 (Ex.8). 
Enacted on the 29th of July, 1947, this law provided that within three 
months after ste otristea publication (which took place on August 4), all 





Bgyptian cocietes anonynos and all Egyptian branches or offices of foreign 


societes must maintain among their "employees" (defined to correspond roughly 
with our white-collar class) a personnel at least 75 per cent Egyptian; 








=o 


anong their laborers, at least 90 per cent; and on their boards of direc- 
tors, at least 40 per cent. 

Preceding Egypt's entry into the Palestine campaign, this measure 
was pert of a gencral campaign against foreigners ani minorities. To- 
gether with the expiration of the Mixed Tribunals on October 15, 1949, 
which will leave foreigners without any guarantee against the arbitrari- 
ness of local courts, it transforms the nationalism and xenophobia which 
had saturated the Egyntian press into solid economic and legal substance, 

The full fores of the impact of the Company Law upon Egypt's Jews 
ean be understood only by taking into account an important peculiarity of 
Egypt's lava and administrative practice in the field of nationality. 

F cent of the Jovs living in Egypt were born 
_there, 40,000 are ‘stateless; and of the remainder, 30,000 are oither 
nationals of countries other than Egypt or heve hnd long-standing applica- 
tions on file for Zgyptian natichality, which as a practical matter they 


Despite the fact that 











have no hope of perfecting; only about 5,000 are Egyptian nationals, able 








to quality as "Egypticns" within the teras of the Company Lav. The causes 
eat Sean eet seanaate abisratieniare tuokcla,, “First, until very recently, 
thore was a pervasive indifference in the Near East to the legalistic 
aspects of nationality, the civil status of individuals being more of a 
function of the ethnic or religious commmnity to which they belonged than 
of their "citisensht}" as that term is conceived in American political 
theory, Second, following the formalization of nationality questions in 
Deypt by the Netionality Lew of 1929, there has been edministrative 
pelleted lof the pocviatiaan witch ty thads terns sould have perahtted 
any Jev born in Bgypt to ecquire Egyptian nationality, In this connection, 











it fe interesting to note that a current proposal for amending the naticnal- 
ity law would vithdraw even those theoretical rights to acquire citizen 
ship which are nov available, As the Egyptian legsl gazette, le Journs], 
Gon Trtbonare Mixtes of 17-18 May, 1948, reports: 

The Government has considered it opportune to refashion 

the legislation on nationality not at ell - as has been 

premturely said - to make ecquisition of citizenship 

easier for nunsrcus residents who have in fact considered 

Egyst as their true comtry, but on the contrary, to 

eutablish @ more rigorous scresning of candidates for 

Egyytdan nationality and to refuse, in any cese, to nore 

of them, the benefit of the present legal presumption. (Ex, 9). 

It should be added that in practice, even the few thousand Jows 
who can supply credentials showing Egyptian nationality are confronted 
by an administrative interpretation of the Company Lav, already firmly 
ectablished, vhich reads the word "Egyptian" as if it were "Egyptian Moslem," 

Thus, several months before the desleration of martia? lav, the 
Conpeny Law hed undermined the economic security of all non-Egyptiens, 
including most of the Egyptian Jove, On May 30, 1948, with the issuence 
9f Proclamation No, 26 (Sx, 10), the economic life of Jows in Egypt, 

pba mela 

already shaken, vas dealt @ mortal blow. As an assertion of uncontained 
executive pover, Proclanation No, 26 has few counterparts in recent tines. 
Article I subjects to sequestration the property not only of any person 
who 4e interned in Dgypt and of any person residing outside of Egypt vhose 
who is interned in Egypt a 





activities are deemed "prejudicial to the safety and security of the 
State," but also of any person merely placed under surveillance. Since 


there is no legal barrier to placing anyone “under surveillance," Proe- | 





lanation Ho, 26 can be applied to anyone ct all, with an appearnace of | 
complying with the legal requirenents. All business organizations either | | 











under the control of any such person or in which any such person has 2 
substantial interest are likewise within the steted scope of the 
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proclamation. Upon taking over any property, the Director General named 
to manage it is invested with powers (Article 2) to do "all acts appro 
priate to normal exploitation” and in addition 1a epeotfically empovered 
to cancel debts oved to the ouner of the property, 

A hint of the confiscatory objectives of Proclamation No, 26 1s 
disclosed in a suppjenentary order, Arrete No, 12 of June 17 (Ex. 11), 
Although Proclamation No, 26 on its face had made provision for paying 
the expenses of maintaining any sequestered property, it was deemed 
appropriate to give the Director General specific authority to take ten _ 
per cent of the property in his hands, In the case of sequestered funds, 





apparently requiring no substantial management, a simple levy of ten 
per cent is mde, In the case of real estate and other business property, 
the computation of ten per cent is based upon gross receipts, that is 
before making adjustment for costs and expenses. In the latter category, 
at least, tho potentialities of drawing off the ovnerJs entire equity in 
a short time are quite apparent, Hence, even if the presently unlikely 
prospect of terminating the program of sequestration and releasing the 
property should materialize, the owners can hope for little more than 
the return of an empty shell. 

‘The proclamation goes still further, It prohibits all direct or 
on or establishment whose property has 





indirect trensactions with any 
been sequestered (article 5, Ex. 10), and it even forbids the execution 

of ‘any contrast or egreesent conclivied by or for the benetSt of euch a 
person or establishment before martial law was declared (Article 6), 

With reference to leases of real estate, there is a specific provision that 
tenants of persons whose property is sequestered may, with the Director 
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General's permission, cance] the lease without notice and without lie~ 
bility (Article 18). The proclamation also explicitly bars any sequestres 
from initiating any civil or commerciel action in any court of Egypt or 

from maintsining ary suck ection already begun (Article 7). 

‘Thus any Jew or firm owned or controlled ty Jevs — and as ve shall 

see in a moment, the proclamation although expressed in general terms has 
been applied thus fer, save for nogligible exceptions, only to Jewish indl~ 
viduele end their firms — is subject to complete economic destruction, 
His property end business may be seized at the whim of the administration, 
end even his transactions entered into, before May 15, 1948, may be retro- 
actively mullified by the issuance of a sequestration order against which 
he can make no defense and from yhich he has no right of appeal. 

To complete the total economic quarantine which this measure 





envisages, there are the further provisions thst any employer may dismiss 
any person whose property 4s sequestered, without notice and without 
“obligation to re-enploy, regardless of the terms of the employnent contract 
(article 29); and that any person who doos business with a person subject 
to having his property sequestered is hinself subject, to the extent of 
the business in question, to the full application of Proclamation No. 26, 
including of course, sequestration (Article 20), In addition, fines and 





Amprisonnent are prescribed for failure to disclose interests of persons 
subjected to sequestration, and for any other infractions of the proc- 
lamation (Articles 23, 24, 25). 

Reference should also be made to Proclamation No. 30 of June 6 
which, among other things, provides for the cancellation of telephone 
subscriptions, radio permits, and automobile permits of all persons and 
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establishments whose property is sequestered, and for the seizure of 
their radios and automobiles (Ex. 12), 

A notice appended to Proclamation No, 26 recited that the Govern- 
nent had no intention "of taking measures of a nature limiting individual 
liberties ... being convinced that all who live under the sky of Egypt, 
Egyptians and foreigners, will not permit themselves to fail in their 
duty of loyalty to the country." It added, however, that the Governnent 
had finally concluded "with regret" that "a certain number of persons and 
establishnents who possess goods in Egypt have cormitted acts against 
the safety ani security of the state," and that it therefore had to take 
"necessary measures to prevent these persons from pursuing their activities 
prejudicial to the safety of Egypt and of the Arab countries in general." 
Apparently recognizing also that by its terms at least, the proclamation 
could be applied to anyone at all in Egypt upon the mere expedient of 
considering him ce being under surveillance, the notice sought to alley 
any uneasiness on the part of Egyptians generally by closing with a 
declaration that "these measures ... will be applied only within the 
limits of the considerations to which they are addressed, so tht every~ 
one, Egyptians as well as foreigners, my be assured that no measures 
of any kind effecting their liberty or the management of their property 
will be taken against them so long as they conduct their activities 
within the limits of the law and give rise to no suspicion." 

‘The irony of this notice, especially its reference to avoiding 
suspicion, must have been a bitter joke to the Jews of Egypt. Thus far, 
orders have been issued placing the property of eighty persons and firms 
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<tnder sequestration, There has also been a blanket order placing under 
Sequestration all property in Dgypt belonging to individuals or establish- | I 
nents residing in Palestine or even tenporarily sojourning there (irrete | | 
Nos 19, Ex. 13). In case of the eighty particular sequestrations, the 


orders merely recite that the goods of a named person or firm are placed 





under sequestration, Of the purported grounds for the action, not a vord 
is disclosed, but seventy-seven of the eighty sequestrees are in fact 





either a Jew or an establishment und 
two of the remaining three are firms with branches in Israel, (au 1 seques~ 
tion orders issued until October 19, 1948, are sot forth in Ex, 14), 

That tho mumber of @irect victims thus fa te relatively snail 48 no source 





Jewish ovnership or control, and 











of comfort, Examination of the sequestration orders gives indications that 
& systematic process is envisaged, and thet in the earlicr stages, tho 
targets hcve gensrally been chosen from anong the larger, more lucrative, 


or more easily liquidated Jewish businesses and fortunes, Confirmation 





that subjects are chosen in accordance with an economic plan is given by 
Arrete tide33. of Septenber 5, 1948 (Bx,-25),-which places under sequestra~ 
tion the nronerty of four persons, all of whom are proprietors of f Jewelry 


hope ocat “Rooated on the same street of Alexandria, 











There are no yee a queatration of Jovish property will 
abate, but in any event, the volume of sequestration orders 19 not an 
index of the far-reaching eccnomle consequences of the program, It is 
aelonatic that the more sequestration onters, the larger the company of 
those completely ruined, but at present a more profound significance for 


the Zgyption economy lies in the effects of the progran among the larger 
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number vho have thus far bean permitted to retain their property. For 
them, the-e can be no economic security. On the one hand, the mere asser= 
tion that they are unfer suspicion -- and being Jewish is per ce sufficient 
ground -- can bring Proclenation No. 26 into force against them, On the 
other hand, anyone who enters into « contract or agreenent with then 1s 

on notice, from the very terms of the nroclanation, not only that the 
transaction can be retroactively millified if their goods ere sequestered 
but that hie ow resources connected vith 1t may also be subjected to Proo- 
Jamation No, 26. Moreover, foreign nationality affords no immunity, Many 
citizens of foreign countries, including at least one citizen of the United 
States, have had their property sequestered. It is not surprising therefore 
that economic stagnation has fallen upon the Jewish community. 

More specialized economic and professional restrictions upon 
foreigners have begun to eppecr, Law No, 112 of 1948, of September 22, 
(fx, 16) establishes Egyptian nationality or nationality of a country giv- 
ing reciprocal rights to Egyptisns as a prerequisite for practicing 


medicine, and a general regulation of the Stock Exchange of August 28 


(tx. 17), allows only "Sgyptians" to become brokers, While these measures 
are not to be applied retroactively, they add to the inhospitality of 
Beypt toverd foreigners generally, and in perticuler fall heavily on the 
ising goneration of Jews, who, despite being born in Egypt, cannot 
qualify as Egyptian nationals. Moreover, they establish a technique 
readily applicable to other fields. 

Coupled with the Coapany Iav, which has destroyed the security of 
their jobs, Proclamation No, 26, by destroying the security of their 


possessions and commercial activities, has in a few months wrecked the 
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economte Life of Egypt's Jews, 

In the foregoing review of official acts of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment and their impact upon Jews, only incidental reference has boen made 
to the question of internment of individuals in concentration camps. This 
reflects the peculiar circumstance that in contrast with Proclamation No. 26 
pertaining to sequestration or the proclamtions on exit visas and export 
of goods, there appears to have been no proclamation, order, decree, or 
law specifically and comprehensively dealing with this subject, The power 
of internment has bscn exercised without special authorisation, as an 
incident of martial law. 

That is not to say thot the Government has sought to conceal the 
fact that internments in significant numbers have been and are taking place, 
fa has been seen, Proclamation No. 26, for exanple, specifically enumerates 
"toute personne physique internee" among the categories of persons whose 
Property may be sequestered. Moreover, it provides that the Director 
Gencral may teke from sequestered property "sums necessary to cover the 
expense of internment and to pay for the food of persons whose goods are 
intrusted to his management" (Article 4, Ex. 10), Further official con- 
firmation of an intensive program of internment may be found in the 
cireunstance that the Government deemed it necessary to issue several proo= 
Jnnations and orders bearing upon internees, Proclamation No, 28 of 
June 2, for example, prescribes fines and igprisonment for anyone who 
"commmnicates by a means not approved by the competent authorities or with= 


out having been specially authorized, with any prisoner or person interned 
in the course of executing measures necessitated by the state of martial 
law" (Gx, 18), The proclamation prescribes like penalties for anyone 








a 


who enters or tries to enter "a camp of prisoners or internees" without 
autherization or who attempts to aid the escape of such a person or 
harbors him, i 

Similarly, Proclamation No» 30 of June 6, provides for the cane 
cellation of telerhone service which has been subscribed to by "persons in~ 
terned in the course of executing measures necessitated by the state of 
martial lay" (Article 1, Bx. 12), for the cancellation of their pornits to 
have redios and autouobiles (Article 2), and for the selgure of their 
radios and automobiles as well (Article 2). 


And Arvete No. 17 of July 11 further classified the authority of 





le Director General of sequestered ‘Broperty to Allocate funds for the 





expense of internment" | (Ex. x 19). 
While internment 4s thus an unconcealed fact, there are no counter= 


parts of the published sequestration orders from which preci: 





atisties 
of the program may be adduced. On the contrary, poonle are put into 
Anternnent eanps solely on the etrength of administratively issued varrants, 
and those warrants are coupletely inaccessible for examination in Eeypt, 

not to mention analysis and collation abroad, This mich, however, 1¢ known 
beyond dispute. On the night of May 14, six hundred persons, about three 
hundred from Cairo and the sane nuber from Alexandria vere rounded up and_ 
interned, The six hundred included people known for their opposition to 
the Government, others Imown or suspected of being communists, and at 








least one hundred and fifty Jevs selected for their association in the past 
with Bonist organizations or activities which up to thet tine had borne. 








official stigma, There have been intermittent additional internments 
ae a la 
since, and some releases, The net result to date is that there are about 




















not to abandon 4t of their ou accord, Symbolising occidental customs, 
nanners, and religion, Jews are, in the Egyptian mind, the arch foreigners, 
and with little effort can be made the scapegoats for all national 111s, 
Moreover, since the majority of Jews are statoless, they can be naltreated 
with the minimum risk of protest or sanctions ty other powers. Having dis- 
covered how easy it is to despoll Jews, Egypt has shown no signs of developing 
sufficient publio morality to leave off until thts human source of political 
and economic capital 49 exhausted. 

It 4s possible that the end of military mobilization in Egypt will 
produce a calmer internal situation, end that the more brutally violent 
measures against Jews will subside, Even this is quite doubtful, since the 
policy of anti-Semitism allows no relaxation of propaganda and sociel and 
economic measures, and wherever these are maintained at high pitch, violence 
appears at the elightest provocation, In any event, if Egypt persists on 
her present course, the only question will be the rate at which her 75,000 
Jows will see themselves being destroyed. Until the compassion of the 
outside world agserts itself, they will remain isolated and ebject, hostages 


without hope. 


MIERS 
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A small item in the Bzyptien press poignantly reveals the miserable 





condition of life which 4s the lot of 75,000 hunan beings. An Arab student 
sent hie photograph to Akher Sea, accompanied by this letter: "It seems 
that the majority of people in Egypt do not know that among Egyptian Moslems 
there are some with light skins, Whenever I board a trolley, people around 
me point their fingers at me and I hear them say: 'A Jew... A Jew v..! 
Wore than once, I have been beaten up for that reason, That is why I bog 
you to publish my pheto and specify that I am not a Jow and that my name 
e is Adham Moustafa Ghaleb." (ix. 25). 


Systematio, thoroughgoing anti-Semitiam came late in Egypt, but in 
few short months it hae darkened the lives of 75,000 people, Granted that 
it was the military campaign in Palestine which fanned Egyptian anti-Semition 
into its present stage, it has become too firmly rooted to be expected to 
@iseppear when a settlement of the Palestine issues is reached, On the con- 
trary, there is every indication that the Government, chronically precarious = 
Co and the more so as the people learn of such events as the recent Egyptian 
nilitary debacle ~~ will seek to utilize anti-Semitism as a political tactic 
to keep itself alive, 

4n officially nurtured program of nationalism and xenophobia has in 
recent years been the only means of placating extremists ani diverting the 
great underfed, semi-literate, fanatic masses, Anti-Semitism is so readily 
used as a central mobilising force for this program that the Palace and the 
Government, bankrupt of more constructive policies, can be counted upon 
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Several clubs, such as the Holfolido at Heliopolis, heve advised their 


























Jewish members that club facilities would no longer be eveilable to then, 
and that universal sympton of anti-Semitism in ite ugliest form, signs 
reading "No Jews or dogs allowed,” has nade its appearance in Egyptian cafe 
Tho catalogue of indignities is almost endle 
Dlackmail, petty and grand, on individuals, firms, and entire communities; 





It also include: 





and a host of vexations connected with the everyday events of life, The 
blackmail has taken the form of a threat by an Arab to a Jew sitting next 


to him in a movie to denounce him to the authorities if he does not hand over 





‘the contents of his wallet. It hes aleo taken the form of compelling Jewish 
firms to make agreements -- in the greatly reduced area of commercial opera- 
on the 


tion which persists -- in terms dictated by Arab business associat 





threat of recommending sequestration if the ‘terms are rejected, And unde> 
various forma of prossure, the Jewish communities have been coerced into 
meking large contributions to the Egyptian Arny Welfsre Fund (Ex, 24), 
Vexations crop up in every aspect of Jewish life. ‘The few Jews who 
are permitted to leave the country find that their passports or other 
credentials ere marked with the notation "ty special permission," a phrase 
universally understood by Egyptian officials at the borders or abroad to mean 
that the bearer is a Jew, Jews who seek to validate reel estate transfers 
at the office for registration of deeds are either made to wait inordinately 
or fail entirely to obtein the indispensable formalization, It is even 
reported that during one of the more violent periods, a Jewish funcral 
procession had to drape the coffin with a cross, which, although also an 
unpopular symbol, made it possible for an occidental-locking group to go 
through the streets unmolested. 
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Gdngruntied Jewish ex-envloyce in retaMetion for having been dismissed, and 
tho Gattegno and Benzion toubings wore blamed upon Zionists responding to a 
newepeper advertisonent of those stores which stated that their omors de- 
Plored “criminal Zionism," The second bombing in the Jewish Quarter was 
described as the revenge of one of the two Jewish eects whose inaginary 
iepute had finally prevailed as the offteial cause of the bombing that had 
‘taken place three months earlier, 

But it ig not only such incidents of wholesale violence that the 
Jews of Egypt have had to face, On May 14, a Jewish doctor was unsocountably 
shot to death at the door of his Cairo hope; on August 16, the son of the 
Jewish manager of an Alexandria hotel was stabbed seven times, when he tried 
to explain to a group gathered outside of the hotel that a lighted window 
seen there during an air alort wns in the room of a client who had not com 
plied with the reguletions; and vory fow days pase during the relatively 
quiet periods between large scale riots in which one or more sinilar crimes 
ageinet individual Jews do not take place, In Cairo, any Jew who sets forth 
in the etreet after dark is literally risking hia 1ifo; and in Alexandria, 
even though recent history 1s somewhat leas bloody there, Jewish housewives 
are afraid to go to the Arab marketplaces, as they normally did in the past, 
to do their daily shopping. 

The anti-Jewish atmosphere is felt everywhere, "Kill the Jewish dogs! 
punctuates the street-corner talk of loiterers; Jewish children find attend 
ance of any but a Jewish school unbearable; anonymous lettere to Jews 
threatening death, not unknown even a year ago, have now become common; and 


at Helowan, a lerge group of Jewish families have received anonyuows yarnings 


to give up their houses and apartments if they want to escape grave danger. 
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Frightening 2s the foregoing anthentdentcd report may be, it ia 
fragmentary, purporting to deal with no more than the highlights of a week 
of terror in Cairo. Grented thet the ook chosen was probably the poak 
thus far reached in Egypt's current course of infemy, and granted, too, that 
Cairo has shorm itself thus far as the bost stamping ground of violence, the 
article cannot be said to have exaggerated the tragic position of Jews, 
foroigners, and other minorities, On the contrary, it doos not touch at all 
upon many particular incidents and generel aspeote of recent Egyptian history 
which have porvasively stripped these groups of hope, safety, and dignity. 

Tho bombing reported 4n the Netione2 Zeitung, of Cairo's two largest 
dopartmont stores (Circurel and Oroco) during the night of July 19, was 
one of & series, On June 20, there was an explosion in Ceiro's Jowish Quarter 
which took the lives of 34, wounded 60, and loft 150 homeless, The results 
would have beon fer woreo but for the almost miraculous eoincidence that 
4 second charge was discovered by a Jevish veteran of a British mine-renoval 
squad who yas able to detach the detonating apparatus in timo, In addition 
to the deaths and sorious injuries, acknowledged in the Egyptian press, 
attributable to the explosion, there ‘vere numerous stabbings and beatings by 
a mob, It now appears that it was only the provention of the second explosion 
and the barricading of the entrance to the Jowish Quarter ty its residents 
which prevented this fully planned supplomont to the disaster from reaching 
the dimensions of a massacre, 

On July 28, there was an explosion at the Ades store, which like 
tho Circurel and Oreco stores, is oyned in major part by Jows, On August 1, 
two other large Jowish-onned establishments, Gattegno and Benzion, were 
bombed. On September 22, a second explosion occurred in the Jewish Quarter, 














which, according to the Eeyptian preas resulted in 14 deaths and 27 cases 

of serious injury (later editions reported 20 end 61, respectively). Again, 
there was an unknowable nuuber of victims of subsequent mob action rather than 
the explosion itself, This timo, the Egyption authorities did not permit any 
victims to be taken to the Jewish Hospital, apparently because 4t was feared 
that the professional staff there would be less likely to suppress its die~ 
covery of the true cause of many of the injuries and deatha, 

Not the least loathesome aspect of these disasters is the official 
explanation of the causes, The first bonbing in the Jewish Quarter was attri~ 
buted in the alternative to (1) an intramural rift betwoen two Jewish sects 
or (2) careless storage of explosives by Jews, the latter of course carrying 
the implication that Jews were hiding arms, or (3) a vaguely stated “oriminal 
act." (Journal d'Egypte, 21 June 1948, p. 5, col. 6, For a sampling of the 





Egyptian pr coverage of the several. bombings, see Ex, 23), When leaders 
of the tro sects in question joinod in a declaration denying any mutual 
animosity, their statement was not allowed to pass the censor's office, The 
patent fraud in the socond explanation is laid bare by the fect that no other 
arms vere found in the Jewish Quarter in spite of long-continued investiga~ 
tions (although the newspapers falsely assorted that "oortain quantities of 
explosives have been seized in Jewish houses"), In any ovent, the prove itself 
soon abandoned this theory, doubtless finding it too unpersuasive even on 
current standards of Egyptian journaliem, The third theory, also abenionad 
very soon, requires no comment. 

The Cirourel bonbing vas attributed to en "aerial torpedo," Since a 
phantom airplane capable of landing a bomb under a covered passageway could 
not be relied upon more than once, no attempt was made to impute the later 
bombings to foreign sources, The Ades bombing wa: said to be the work of a 








































Is 4t anything else but incltonent to ettack the foreigners if the paper 
“Rose el Yussef" says in en article by Ihsan Abdul Kusees: “hat cea we 
still expeot fron UNO, concidering their sttitute on the Palestine 
question? Up to now ve heve doubted thet the world is hostile to us. 
Today, this doubt has becone certainty, We are fighting a world which is 
411-dbeposed towards us, a world which fights us because it fears us, We 
must not be silent any longer, We must take revenge." 


In this or similar manner, the whole of the Egyptisn press went on for days. 
Morning, noon or evening, they informed their readers that the Western 
Powers, America, Britain and the whole of Europe, were to blame for every 
niefortune of the Arab and Mohammedan World, thet they were also to blano 
for the very prosence of Jews in Palestine, for the desire of the Jeus for 
a Jowish State and ite practical fulfilnent, that they were likerise to 
plane for the necessity of making war sgeinst the Jews end for preventing 
the Arab States from winning that war, 


A SAVAGE MURDER 


One of the first foreigners to become « victim of the fury of 
was the American Haas, a specialist, who hed cone to Egypt by invitation of 
the Government itself, His car, in which he, his wife and an 

married couple, their frienis, drove about the old city of Cairo, 
Dushed and surrounded by the mob. Tho passengers were dragged out of tho 
car, stoned end stabbed with knives. The police iatervened, but only in 
order to take the tio wonen to the nearest police station, leaving the 2wo 
nen, the Anorican and Ezyptian, to the raving rabble. lfrs. Haas implored the 
pollo> officials to seni essistancé to her husband, she asked to be permitted 
to telerhons the Amorican Embassy, 6h Genanded to be set free in order to 
get help for her husbend. All her demands were refused, The other woman, 

an gyptien, hai teen tadly beaten up with sticks and was in great pain. 
Vedioal asstetance wus donied. Finally, the tvo men wero dragged to th 
police station, Tho American, bleeding fron muserous wounds on his head and 
ody was obviously in e hopeless condition, The Egyptian was likewise 
seriously injured, The two men were throm to the floor; medical aid wes 
refused end tho Azerican’s wife was allowed to match for hours, in helpless 
decpair, the death-struggle of her husband, Finally he died in the police 
station, Meanwhile the Scyptiamstried to blacked) lirs, Heas into sinnirg 

fa protocol written in Arable, the contents of which she did not wncerstand, 

‘A trenglation was refused. The American Enbessy learnt of thie tnoidont only 
acoléantelly end efter meay hours. Several brivish subjects had been attacked 
dia the wene quarter; cne of them managed to escape and informed the British 
Zubacsy, An official of the British Embessy then discovered the merican 
wowan and inforaed the Ancrican Embassy. 








Hardly less revolting was the case of the French boxing trainer, Ml. Henri 
Gaiiierd, who had been invited to cons to Cairo as the official coach for 
the Egyptian Olympic tean, On Sunday night, upon leaving a cinema in the 
center of Oairo together with a friend, another Frenchmen, he was attacked 
ani so badly wounded by knife-stebs that he died shortly efter, Gaillard's 
friond wes likewise seriously wounded, The sane thing happened to two other 
Frenchsen, one of them an assistant to the French Hilitery Attache, Further- 








absolutely nothing to prevent the excesses, This seems to confirm the 

sumption that the Governnont preferred the fury of the people to turn 
against foreigners and Jews, rather than against itself, In fact, to a 
certain degree, the Governnent was giving assistance to the excesses by 
ordering a blackout in Cairo after the explosion on Monday night, thet 
is, after the pogroms had already started, This in spite of the fact 
that the Government kmew only too well that actual air attacks had taken 
place neither on Saturday nor Monday, ‘Thus, in the narrow and completely 
darkened back-streata and alleys of the old oity of Cairo, the mob, pro- 
tected by the blackout could do what 4t liked, Not until Thursday was 
the blackout actually lifted. 


Tt 4s safe to assume that the Egyptian Government at last did take steps 
to put an end to the mob-rule in the stroots of Cairo, not because of the 
excesses against local minorities, but because of the serious incidents in 
which several foreigners; Americans, Britons, Frenchnen, Greeks, eto., were 
d because of the extremely sharp protests ty their respective 











PANNING HATRED OF THE WEST 


Immediately after the Arab League had accepted the second truce, the Egyptian 
press =~ acting in accordance with the press of the other Arab Stet 
opened a wild campaign against the Western Powers. No doubt, this campaign 
formed an essential part of the official policy of diversion which aimed at 
directing the fury and disappointment of the population away from the 
Governnent and against other objects, such as Jews, minorities and foreigners, 
I vas told by an Arab journalist that orders for this campaign wore given by 
‘the Egyptian Government itself, Written instructions were issued to all 
newspapers, requesting them to print violent attacks, both in leading articles 
and newe-items, against Great Britain and the U,S,A,, and to threaten them 
with a change in Arab foreign policy. The Egyptian press went all out to 
follow these instructions and the various newspapers vied with each other 

dn violent attacks on the Western Powers, Naturally, these attacks were not 
without effect on the Arab population, impulsive and undisciplined as it 1s, 


The well-known Cairo daily “lokattam," wrote alia: How often have the Great 
Powers betrayed us with their apparent meekness and their honeyed words. 
But at the decisive moment meekness changes to harshness, and friendliness 
booomes rough and rude, te hovever, were neither weak nor stupid when we 
put our trust in the manoeuvres of the Great Powers. Honesty, candour and 
good faith —- these traditional qualities of the Arab -- made us oredulous 
But now at last we have learnt that the Great Powers, though great as far 
territories and population are concerned, are small when it comes to character. 
They are under the influence of the Zionist gangs which have infiltrated into 
every country, At the first opportunity, the Arab Group of Stetes will turn 
all ite forces against ite brutal oppressors and tear from their hands its 
violated rights. As soon as these Great Povers, our Suppressors, are in~ 
volved in another war, which may be tomorrow, they will again implore us 

to give them material and moral assistance, But then we are going to take 
revenge for the violation of our dignity and for the sacrifice of our rights 
on the altar of their stupid politics." 
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nore, four Greeks end uembors of an hglish family were attacked and more or 
ess seriously injured, 


PROGISTS BY THE POWERS 


The diplomatic representatives of the U.S.A. Great Britein, France, Greece 
and Ttaly, sharply protested, both verbally and in writing, against these 
acts of violence agains’ their nationals, It is believed that Great Britain 
even threatened with « military intervention to protect her subjects, The 
Egyptian Foreign Secretary offered apologies, but only several days after 
$ho riots did the Egyptian Government decide to reinforce the police patrols 
in the streets of Cairo and to call in some mounted frontiersmen, A Lone 
forence was keld in the Home Office, where eteps for the maintenance of law 
and order was discussed, and on the saue day the Director of Public Security, 
Saber Trantaud, said tt was "necessary to prevent incidents hich might (.) 
be provoked by irresponsible persona in order to cause breaches of the peace." 


The Egyptian Press was prohibited from publishing even the slightost in- 
Hination of the rote or from mentioning the Ugyptian and foreign violins, 
Nor was anything to be seid about the protests by the various foreign 
Giplonats or the apologies which the Egyptian Foreign Secretary wes roroe2. to 
etter, Tho Foreign Press representatives vere prevonted from reporting even 
the least significant of tha incidents. However, the nove of the deeck of 
the French boxing trainer Gaillard, viich appeared in a French pa 
published in Alexandria, escaped the eye of the Censor. It ms ntated 
@nong other things thet Gaillerd died of his wounds which he received in the 
night from Sunday to Hondey, when ke and a friend were attacked by @ mob 
and seriously wounded with knives. Obviously, the Alexandria Centor had 
taken this for an item of sport noe and therefore paid no attention to it, 
whereas in Cairo 4n the obituaries of Gaillard end in the reports of his 
funeral to which the French Consul had invited the whole French Colony, 

no mention whatever was made of the cause of hie death, 











QUESTIONS AS YET UNASWERED 


In other Arab countries, where thore are no minorittes and fever Europeans 
on whom the mob’s fury could have been discharged, the Government had to 
take the blane, ‘Thus, serfous riots occurred in Damascus as well as 4n 
Several towne of Transjordan, and King Abdullah personally had to go to 
Erhid to calm tho agitated minds, In Egypt, however, a few hundred defence= 
ess people had to pay with their lives, in order to spare the Government o- 
for the time being =~ the neod to explain: 


‘hy it had promised the people a swift victory, whereas it actually 
Jed then into a long and hopeless war; 


hy it misled the people by continuous and reckless reports of victories, 
whereas in fact the military situation wae constently deteriorating; 


why, after the end of the first truce, it resumed the war, although 
the prospects of victory were even smaller than at the beginning of the wars 


finally, why, following the truce order of the Security Council, the 
government promised the people that it would disobey the order and fight t42. 
Nsinal vietory" and to the last drop of blood," although 4t knew only too 
well that the Arab States would accept the second, and this time, final truce. 
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2 July 1948, p. 10, col, 2 and 28 July, p. 15, col. 2), That there has 
been not only apathy but positive encouregenent by the police toward the 
nobs in every riot of recent months is confirmed on all sides, 

Moreover, the Egyptian press completely belies the Government's 
protestations of innocent incapacity. Censorship is so complete that 
almost nothing cen get into Egyptian newspapers without the Governnent's 
epproval, Under these circumstances, the unrelenting anti-Jewish can- 
paigns, especially in the Arab language papers which have hed the greatest 
inflammatory influence on the masses, are visible proof of the Government's 
direct contribution to the pogroms. 

That the outside world knows very little of Egypt's recent venture 
into Hitlerien brutality on a national scale is a tribute to the censorship 
established there on lay 15, In spite of the murder by howling mobs of 
Henri Gelllard, a French nations] invited to Egypt to coach her Olympic 
boxing team, and of Stephen Hass, a citisen of the United Stetes in Egypt 
at the invitation of the Egyptien Government, and in spite of nunerous 
stabbings end beatings and stonings of other French nationals, and British, 
Greek end Itelian subjects, all of which eventually reached the foreign pret 
no comprehensive picture of the inferno which rages behind Egypt's iron 
curtain has yet gotten through, On August 10 and 13, however, the Nations 
Zeitung of Basle, Switzerland, published 2 dispatch from one of its corres 
pondents, which, more then any other which hes appeared thus far, conmuni~ 
cates the frightening quality of life inside Egypt. Because this dispatch 
4s the most revealing we have yet found, and because it has been verified 
in every detail by other eye-witnesses to whom we have submitted it, we 


set forth a translation of it here in full: 














The capital of Egyot, by far the largest city of the Widdle East, recently 
Passed through days of terror unparalleled even in the chequered and agi- 
tated history of Cairo, For several days the Arab mob, disappointed by the 
truce which the Security Council had ordered and the Arab politicians 
accepted, worked its rage off in a pogrom of uexamplei savagery —- first 
against the Jews but also against many Europeans and even Egyptians, As 
regards the number of dead and injured during the week of July 18 to 25, 
both diplomatic and well-informed private circles agree thet it is on no 
account under, probably rather over, 150, From privete Arab sources I under 
stand that the number of dead — not counting severe injuries -- is at least 
59, “most of them Jews," it is added. Egyptian officials refuse to give any 
figures, Asked whether the figures genera:ly quoted are correct, they are 
eontent to describe then as "considerably exaggerated." 


The riots were caused ty the following train of events, First, the bombing 
of Cairo by a Jewish ‘plane on Friday, July 16, which for a number of reasons 
resulted in greet excitement among the population. For one thing, this was 
the first serious air raid on the Egyptian capital, The alarm was not 
eounded until the first bombs had been dropped. This incidentally led the 
King to order several high Civil Defence officers to be court-martialled. 
Also it so happened that the Hoslem world at thet time was celebrating 

The Renadan month of fasting, and the air reid occurred at the very hour 
when, shortly after sunset, after a day of fasting, the first neal was per~ 
mitted, The four bombs which were dropped, fell near the Royal Paleoe, in 
one of Cairo's most densely populated quarters, destroying a dozen houses 
aod killing a large number of people. 


A "GOVERNNEJT MANOEUVRE" 


Second, the alleged Jewish air reid on Cairo on Saturday July 17th, eve of 
the truce. It has since been ascertained, beyond any doubt, that on that 
sy no eneny ‘plane was attacking Cairo, Nevertheless the alarm was sounded 
at the sane eerly hour as on the day before, end a tremendous barrage was 
put up for more than an hour, The two fires which I watched myself, were 
caused not ty eneny borbs but by ack-ack shrapnols, There is every reason 
to believe that the spectacle of this alleged air raid and the uncomonly 
violent defencs were a manceuvre of the Government carefully contrived with 
an eye on the evants of the day before and the likely reaction of the 
people to the acceptance of the truce. 


Third, the acceptencs of the truce which occurred on Sunday, July 18th, and 
as announced to the people the following morning. In order to gauge the 
effect of this event, it must be remembered that the press both of Egypt 

and of all other Arab countries had forecast, as a plain matter of course, 
the flat rejection of the new truce although its eventual acceptance by the 
Avab League could really nover be in doubt, Dey by day, it had been asserted 
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19 press and by responsible statesmen, that after the experience 
of the first touze, there could be no quertion of agreeing to asother 
truce; thet the Arab peoples would prefer to fight to the last drop of 

3 that they would budge neither to the Security Council nor to the 
Western Powers; that any Sanctions would iaflict greater harm on the 
Powers than on the Arab countries, and thet on all these natters there 
was the very fullest agroenent, 


STRATSSY OF DECEPTION 


That all these resounding fulminations were no more then literature, that 
the King of ransjordan, Abdullen, macter of the only really efficient 
Arab army, had refused to go on fighting, that Ibn Saud too and Lebanon 
had ost interest in the war rhich only Iraq and Syria were prepared to 
continue == that other than secept the truce, oll this was not evan knom 
to those usually woll-iufcrmed (an Arad journalist, ac late as Sunday, 
actully tock a weger for a non-acceptance of the truce), let alone to 
the men in the stroat, Thus the news of the accertence was bound to be 
net with anger and indignation, and the governoxt of Cairo, as well as of 
the other Arab States, covid not but fear that the gathering storm would 
hit, with all its fury, the politicians responsibl 





The last and most important cause of the riots was the bonb explosion in 
one of Cairo's main thoroughfares during the night of July 19 ana 20, when 
the two lorgest depertnent stores, both ommed by Jews, were alnost totally 
wrecked and widespread damage, ns well as loss of life, was caused, Al~ 
though it was clear fron the outee’ that a mine had been laid, the dover 
nent made highly suspicious efforts to create tho impression that e bomb 
had been dvoyped from the air, Ienedistely oftor the explosion, evotuer 
trenenous aokeack barrage was staged, Reports spoke of an "unidentified 
tplane," not without stating the direction from which 1t was eaid to have 
coms an? ¢nvestigations were declared to have established that the explo- 
sion ms due to an "serial torpedo," ‘Tho papers next morning printed huge 
heedlines denouncing the "criminal Jewish air raid after the truce hed 
started." Egypt was said to have lodged a strong protest with the 
Seourity Council —- actually no such protest was ever lodged = and the 
officially inspired imagination went oo far as to allege the existence of 
a Ygeorst Zioniet eizfiol4 on Egyptian territory" from which the "flying 
fortresses" were said to have taken off to drop the "aerial torpedo," 


ScaPmocaTs 





In order to bolster up the theory that this wo infoed an air raid, the 
Censor not enly prohibited muy indication that the explosion might have 
hed differert causes, tut aloo on the afternoon efter the explosion, bore a 
headline relating to the French Government crisis, The whole edition had 
to be witadram ani enother iesusd with a headline about the previous 
night's "air raid," Only a week later, on July 24th the Censor condescended 
to permit publications of the news that the former Under-Secretary of State 
4n the Homa Office, Hassan Rifent Pash, co-director of the wrecked Jewish 
department store, hei informed the Solicitor General that the explosion had 
boon caused not by 9 bond fron the air but by a "nine planted by unimom 
persons. 











The actual reasons behind this obviously well plauned and skilfully 
exeouted box’ attenpt, vere exoluimed in Cairo av follows, Avcording 
0 oe version. tho mine had boon plantved by the notorious terrorie’ 
organization, the Mosiem Brotherhood, for the purpose of (a) destroying 
Jewish property; (b) protesting against the acceptance of the truco, 
(c) making e4fficultdes for the Government. Another version is that 
certain Government circles theaselves ha) been responsible for the ex- 
plosion, hoping thus to divert the people's ficy to Jews and Europeans, 
In ary dase, it is certain that the explosion was the lest signal for 
the bloody tioty wnich had already begun on tho Saturday after the eir 
reid but which did not reach their full severity till Monday and Tuesday. 


JSW-BATTING - THE SPEARHEAD OF GENERAL LANLESSIIESS 


In those days, even as late as Sunday, July 25, when I left, Cairo was 
‘entirely given over to the terror of the Arab mob which, evidently incited 
and led by agitators, roamed about the strect, howling and screaming 
"Yehudi, Yehudi" (Jews). Every European percon vas attacked, stcnes were 
throw, and many people, heving been knifed, were trampled to death, The 
worst scenes passed off in the Jewish quarter, where the mob moved from 
house to house, from flat to flat, killing hundreds of Jews, though the 
world will never know the exact figure. A violent demonstzation was 
staged in front of Shepherds Hotel which is almost entirely inhabited by 
foreigners. No one who @id not have to, would venture out, because even 
in the main streot a foreigner would not be safe, I myself was warned by 
en offielal 40 the Foreign Office not to cone and see him as I had intonded 


‘There are eye-witness accounts of the regular man-hunts which took place 

in and around tho Jewish quarters, where groups of Jews — men, women and 
children == wore running through the narrow streets, pursued by the howling, 
shouting mob, until they ran either straight into another gang coming from 
the opposite direction, or vere thrown to the ground, hit by stones, 
trampled upon, etabbed or beaten dow without mercy. Tt is certain that 
anong the victims wore several Egyptians in European dress, two of whom were 
Killed, and sone badly wounded, Also, one of the leading chiefs of tho 
Oairo pelice, Selin Seki, vas seriously beaten up, as he was unable to 
convince the mob that a chief of police was going about on foot and in 
civilisn clothes. He evontnally managed to escape wheceupon he returned to 
tho place of the attack, accompanied by twenty uniformed constables, and 
took his revengo, 





GOVERNMENT ABETTING EXCESSES 


One of the protexts with which official quarters tried to justify the ex- 
cesses of the mob, thile at the cane tima several hundred Jews were being 
arrested, was that allegedly, the Jewish inhabitants of Osiro had signalled 
to the hostile air-craft by disregarding the blackout orders and by using 
burning cigarettes, During the first few days, the Governnent did 








for In addition Jens are subjected to recurrent murderous rioting, bomb— 
ings, and blackmail, not to mention incessant indignities and vexations 
which make the ordinary pursuits of life an ordeal of torture, After the 
nost inhuman excesses in the reign of terror, there have been official 
statements of regret and disclainers of officiel responsibility, but 

they have been half-hearted and hollor-sounding. All Egypt knows, for 
exanple, that at the beginning of July, two hundred and fifty professional 
assaseins and thuge were recruited in the villeges and sent to Cairo, and 
thet they were the spearhead for the great riots of that month, Since 
this group had been interned at E1 Tor during the var, and after their 
release had been sent back to their villages where they remained under the 
surveillance of the police, their concurrence upon Ceiro was manifestly 
impossible without governnental cooperation, if not direction. 

To establish the conplictty of the Governnent, it 1s not necessary 
to rely upon such facts, however, commonly known in Bgypt and unanimously 
confirmed ty eye-witnesses. Official responsibility follows from the events 
themselves. Since lay 15, Egypt has been under martial lew, Domestic 
controls ere conprehensive. Hven on the unrealistic assumption that the 
Governnent could not control the first riot because it was taken by surprise, 
4t 4s impossible to ergue that a country geared for a military campaign, 
and mainteining blackouts, inspections, courts martial end the like, was 
unable to hold the repeated mob manifestetions in check, On the contrary, 
both the British Anbassador and the American chargé d'affaires at Cairo 
emphasized the feilure of timely police intervention in the riots of 
July 19 which, among other things, included grave assaults on British sub- 
jects and the murder of Stephen Heas, an American citizen (Kew York Times, 




















On accusation of having spoken 111 of the King, for example, or 
vpon failure to explain the contents of a package to the satisfaction of 
@ policoman on the street, the "suspect" is arrested, detained for quention- 
ing for several hours or even a day or nore, end then, in the usual case, 
released, Here, again, censorchip and the vary nature of the measure 
make it difficilt to know exactly how broadly it 19 applied, but there can 
be no doubt that the applinstion 4s of sufficient volume and intensity to 
constitute another grievous heressnent of the Jewish Community, In spite 
of censorship, disclosures 4n the Egyptian press, both of arrests and 
releases, are so frequent that the major dimensions of this type of 


official action against Jews cannot be denied (Ex, 22), 





In the aggregate, the foregoing measures, all carried out under 
color of legality and founded upon laws and regulations stuliously cast in 
terms plausibly connected with the emergency in Egypt, constitute a govern= 
nental program which has already reduced Egypt's 75,000 Jews to a atate of 
berely endurable oppression, If this program should continue on its ine 
Gioated course, 4t will annihilate their freedom, their fortune, and their 
security. 


mr 
Ponullen Manifestations 
‘The governmental measures for which there can be no denial of 
official responsibility, have been enough, without more, to destroy the 
personal and economic szcuvity of Egypt's 75,000 Jews, and promise to re- 
duce them to a lower and lower state cf degradation, They are only a part, 


however, of the forces of destruotion ‘risited upon the Jewish community, 
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has reached pervasive dimensions, The last refuge of the oppressed, their 
own hones, ore no longer a safe haven for Egyptian Jews, 

In Proclamation No. 30 of June 6, already referred to above, one 
finds iicivanl veel HeatSni ios duvanion of homes has becone an almost 
routine feature of Egyptian administration under martial lav. So little 
official respect remains for the sanctity of homes, that the proclamation 
grants to “functionaries of the State Administration of Telegraphs and 
Telephones and of the Bureau of Traffic ... the right of visitation and 
search, without need of the formalities provided by the two codes of 
criminal inquiry, of premises and homes where the possession of equipment 
or automobiles within the scope of this proclamation is suspected" and 
confers upon them in this connection, "the qualifications of officers of 
the judiciary police," (Article 5, Bx. 12). 

Another cohfirnation, notable for 4ts consummate irony, occurs in 
the account given in Al-Ahram, an Arable newspaper of Cairo, of the explo= 
sion in Catro's Jewish quarter on September 22, After giving details of 
the disaster, which was said to hove caused fourteen deaths and the 
serious injury of twenty-seven, the article states that "the police pro~ 
ceeded throughout the night" == the explosion took place at half past two 
4n the afternoon-= "with a search in the apartments of Jewish suspects 
living in the Jowieh quarter." (Ex. 21). 

Closely associated with the incessant official visitations is a 
program of individual arrests and round-ups for examination at a police 
post. Pretexta of the same kind ae underlie searches of homes are made 


the basis of official examinations before the Egyptian counterpart of a 


magistrate's court. 
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Defense," and reanirer all landlords and tenants of buildings in Bias 








areas to file full “Anformation regarding all occupants with the domution 


1, While this proc- 





in “the © area “responaitile_far- Oaintaining martial 





Janation, even if its tardy appearance 4s overlooked, fails to put the 
stamp of legality on the actual evictions which took place in the past, 
ite significance for the future ia not to be measured legalistically. 
Judged as it mist be against the atmosphere and events surrounding it, 
4t can only augur 411 for the safety of Jewish homes in Bgypt. 

In addition to these evictions and the overhanging throat of 
additional ones, Jeve in Zgypt have been subjected to another shattering 
invasion of the sanctity of their homes -~ night searches by police 
officers. On the pretext of searching for arms, for Zionist literature, 
radio transmitters, and even, in the caso of families of vhich a member 
has been interned, telephones, homes are entered and minutely examined, 
Except that these visits typieally ocour at night, they have in gonoral 
not been characterized by the kind of brutality which wae common in their 
German Gestapo counterparts, It 4s also probable that in general searches 
are not conducted without a warrant issued by a higher authority, although 
the fear of inducing reprisals or additional arbitrariness on the part of 
the searching policanon has 4n practice discouraged victims from asking 
for a showing that the authorization for the search ie in order, But the 
ultimate in decorvm cannot erase the frightening aspect of living in 
expectation of official nocturnal inspections. Moreover, the phenomenon 
carot be dismissed as effecting only a few Jovieh homes. On the contrary, 
in spite of the strictest censorship, and the inherently inconspicuous 
quality of examining private hones at night, 4t is known that the program 
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relatives, it was necessary for the Rabbi of Cairo to announce that the 
Synagogue would be opened as a refuge for the victims of this measure, 
Almost immediately, it should be added, the vacated apartments were made 
available to Egyptians who still retain possession of them, In fact, the 
only reference to this incident we have been able to find in the Egyptian 
press vas an item announcing that one thousand applications had been 
received for the "forty-five apartments " -- the number 1s grossly under= 
stated =-in the forbidden zones, recently evacuated (Journal a'Egypte, 
29 Tuly 4B, Ps 2p .cohs 7)» 

This incident brought forth a most vigorous protest from M, Pons, 
the French Consul in Cairo, While this protest could not undo the fait 
accompli, it is believed it had a salutary effect, for an order issued 
several days later "or a like evacuation of Jewish residences in the aret 
surrounding the then central office of the Arab League (since moved to a 
different place in Cairo) vas countermanded by Nokrachi Pasha at the last 
moment, 80 late, in fact, that in some cases, furniture had already been 
removed from apartments. 

A retroactive attempt to supply a pseudo-legalistic foundation for 
this measure was made considerably after the event, on duly 26, | Proclama- 


tion No. 41 was published in the Journal Officiel (Ex. 20). It is note~ 





vorthy that only an Arabic text was released, the official text in French, 
ordinarily released simltaneously, not being made available for distribu- 
tion until August 12, By 4ts terms, Proclamation No, 41 merely designates 





areas, each of o radius of two hundred meters, surrounding five royal 
palaces, the Ministry of National Defense, "tho barracks, depots and other 
premises of the army to be determined by order of the Minister of National 
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Moreover, thers can be no confidence that the Government will 
continue to hold itself within the limits it has in general maintained 
thus fer in respect of Jewish internnents, In view of the broadside 
campaign in the press and extremist propaganda against Jews gencrally, 
the distinction between Zionists and non-Zionists, long since erased in 
publicity media and mass manifestations, has perhaps become too refined 
to persist as a criterion for official action, 

But quite aside from the threat of internment which, for the near 
future at least, may continue to have dimensions less than devastating to 
the entire Jevish community, the personal security of Egyptian Jows has 
been destroyed, Of the terrorism and riots, of the bombings, lynchings, 
and murders, not to mention the smaller vexations visited upon Jews, ve 
shall speak nore fully below. Before turning to that most terrifying 
aspect of Jowish life in Egypt, an aspect for which the Governnent un= 
convincingly disavows responsibility, two more uncontestedly official 
enti-Jewish measures should be noted. 

The first took place on July 18, Without varning, without the 
Assuance of any decree or proclamation, about tio hundred and fifty Jewish 


, families living in the area of Cairo surrounding the Abdine Palace vere 





ordered to vacate their homes and apartments within twenty-four hours. 





At the sane tine about fifty of the men of these fanilies and tvo vonen 
Were rounded up and interned, Protests and apneals were unavailing, and 
the next day brought the spectacle of the furniture and effects of those 
families being piled into trucks or simply into the streets and offered 
for sale, since in many cases, facilities for storage could not be found, 
While some of these evicted were able to find shelter with friends or 
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In the ease of the three hundred Jevs interned es Zionists, the 
arbitrariness is especially offensive. Such foundation as exists for 
their seizure is their identification with pro-Zionist organizations or 
activities prior to Egypt's entering into its military campaign in 
Palestine, At the time the association or acts took place, there was 

_ nothing 41ogal 4n advocating or giving finmnoial aia to Zionism, and 





although Egyptian Zionists nay have had to brave the ill feeling of — 





extromst groups, there was no official pressure to suppress Zionist 


organiantiona or to 


Zionist aspirations, 





support 
To intern such people because of the recent turn in Egypt's mili- 
tary policy could have only one conceivably justifiable reason —~ an 
abundance of caution in avoiding any military danger to the State or aid 
to its enenlos. It is manifestly impossible, hovever, for Jews in Egypt 
to give aid to Israeli forces, There is no possibility of transmitting 
financial aid, not to mention supplies, to Israel from Egyptian sources. 
There has never boon a threat of invasion by Israeli troops, which might 
reasonably be aaid to demand the eradication of all possibilities of 
fifth colum support. ‘There has been no history of sabotage in Egypt, 
and the vague charges made in the Egyptian press that Jews aided Tsrael4 


air attacks by signalling were so completely fabricated that all offisi=) 





pursuit of them seems to have ended as soon as the excitement of the 
event subsided. In any event the interned Zionists are not given any 
opportunity to prove their individual innocence of any such charge. 
Indeed, they are confronted with no charges at all, but apparently im 
prisoned out of simple vindictiveness for their past adherence to beliefs 


at odds with the objective of the Government's present adventure, 
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1,300 internees, distributed anong three campe: (1) Huckstep, near Helio= 

“polis, a suburb of Cairo, (2) Aboukir, formerly an R.A.F. camp, in the 
outskirts of Alexandria, end (3) a third camp at Port Seid, There is 
also an intennent center for wonen, the so-called "foreigners! Lock-up! 
in Cairo, 

Of the 1,300 present innates of the camps, about a thousand, com 
prising Jeva and non-Jews, Arabs, ‘gyptians, and Duropeans, have been 
interned because they are conmunists or actively opposed to the Government. 
The remaining three hundred are Jews against vhom the only possible charge 
is that at some past time they were openly connected with activitios or 
organizations favoring the establishment of a Jovish State in Palestine. 


Thus far, a program of interning Jews for no other reason than that they 





are Jews has not begun; 4t appears that, avide from the possibilit, 





f an 








onal error, the imputation of Zionism to these three hundred 1 








correct. So 
Although the Egyptian program of internment may be conceded to 
have remained until now within limits which, by comparison with the 
German pattern, are moderate, several grave issues are involved. To begin 
with, dnternments are made by executive order, upon a warrant tasi02 by 
the Military Governor, Not only 4s there no logel defense to being taken, 
but after internment as well, the internee is left entirely without legal 
recourse. There is no court, tribunal, or even administrative body to 
which he can appeal, His only avenues for secking relief are diplomatic 
representations on his behalf, if he is fortunate enough to have foreign 
nationelity, or the intercessions of friends or relatives with the executive 
arm of the Government, Nokrachi Pasha alone having the authority to order 


release, 








